SC - Stepsto Christ (1892 1893

FOREWORD

FEW BOOKSATTAIN A DISTRIBUTION RECKONED IN MILLIONS OR EXERT SO GREAT AN
INFLUENCE IN THE UPLIFTING OF HUMANITY ASHAS STEPSTO CHRIST. IN COUNTLESSEDITIONS,
THISLITTLE VOLUME HAS BEEN PRINTED IN MORE THAN SEVENTY LANGUAGES, BRINGING
INSPIRATION TO HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF MEN AND WOMEN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD,
EVEN THOSE WHO DWELL IN THE REMOTE CORNERS OF THE EARTH. FROM THE APPEARANCE OF
THE FIRST EDITION IN 1892 THE PUBLISHERS HAVE BEEN CALLED UPON TO ADD PRINTING TO
PRINTING TO MEET THE IMMEDIATE AND SUSTAINED DEMAND FROM THE READING PUBLIC.

THE AUTHOR OF THISWORK, ELLEN G. WHITE (18271915, WAS A RELIGIOUS SPEAKER AND
WRITER, WELL KNOWN ON THREE CONTINENTS. BORN NEAR PORTLAND, MAINE, SHE SPENT HER
EARLY LIFE IN THE NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THEN HER TRAVELS AND LABORSLED HER TO
THE RAPIDLY EXPANDING CENTRAL AND WESTERN AREAS OF THE UNITED STATES. THE YEARS
1885T0O 1887SHE DEVOTED TO WORK IN THE LEADING COUNTRIES OF EUROPE, WHERE SHE
OFTEN ADDRESSED LARGE AUDIENCES, AND CONTINUED HER WRITING. SUBSEQUENTLY SHE
SPENT NINE ACTIVE YEARSIN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. FROM HER PEN HAVE COME
FORTY-FIVE VOLUMES, LARGE AND SMALL, IN THE FIELDS OF THEOLOGY, EDUCATION, HEALTH,
AND THE HOME, AND PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY, SEVERAL WITH A DISTRIBUTION EXCEEDING
THE MILLION-COPY MARK. OF THESE, STEPSTO CHRIST ISTHE MOST POPULAR AND WIDELY
READ.

THETITLE OF THEBOOK TELLSITSMISSON. IT POINTSTHE
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READER TO JESUS CHRIST ASTHE ONLY ONE WHO ISABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE SOUL. IT
DIRECTS THE FEET OF THE DOUBTING AND HALTING TO THE PATHWAY OF PEACE. IT LEADS THE
SEEKER AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESSAND WHOLENESSOF CHARACTER, STEP BY STEP, ALONG THE
WAY OF CHRISTIAN LIVING, TO THAT EXPERIENCE WHERE HE CAN KNOW THE FULLNESSOF
BLESSNG WHICH IS FOUND IN THE COMPLETE SURRENDER OF &ELF. IT REVEALSTO HIM THE
SECRET OF VICTORY ASIT UNFOLDSIN SIMPLICITY THE SAVING GRACE AND THE KEEPING
POWER OF THE GREAT FRIEND OF ALL MANKIND.

THISEDITION MARKS A FORWARD STEP IN STANDARDIZING THE PAGING OF THE BOOK IN
FORTHCOMING ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PRINTINGS. WITH NO CHANGE IN THE TEXT, BUT WITH A
FORMAT, SPELLING, AND CAPITALIZATIONIN KEEPING WITH THE TIMES, THISLITTLE
COMPENDIUM OF DEVOTION WILL CONTINUE ONITSMISSON, BUT NOW IN SUCH FORM,
REGARDLESSOF THE SIZE OF THE TYPE OR PAGE, ASTO CONFORM TO THE NEW INDEX TO THE
WRITINGS OF ELLEN G. WHITE.

JACOB OF OLD, WHEN OPFRESSED WITH THE FEAR THAT HIS SN HAD CUT HIM OFF FROM GOD,
LAY DOWN TO REST, AND "HE DREAMED, AND BEHOLD A LADDER SET UP ON THE EARTH, AND
THE TOP OF IT REACHED TO HEAVEN." THE CONNECTION BETWEEN EARTH AND HEAVEN WAS
THUSREVEALED TO HIM, AND WORDS OF COMFORT AND HOPE WERE SPOKEN TO THE
WANDERER BY HIM WHO STOOD AT THE TOP OF THE SHADOWY STAIRS. THAT THE HEAVENLY
VISION MAY BE REPEATED TO MANY ASTHEY READ THIS STORY OF THE WAY OF LIFE, ISTHE
SINCERE WISH OF THE PUBLISHERS, AND--

THE TRUSTEESOF THE
ELLEN G. WHITE PUBLICATIONS
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Chap. 1- GodsLovefor Man

Nature and revelation ali ke testify of God's love. Our Father in heaven is the sourceof life, of
wisdom, and d joy. Look at the wonderful and beautiful things of nature. Think of their
marvel ous adaptation to the needs and happiness na only of man, bu of all li ving creaures. The
sunshine and therain, that gladden and refresh the eath, the hill sand seas and dains, al spe to
us of the Creaor'slove. It is God who supgies the dail y needs of all His credures. In the
beautiful words of the psalmist--

"The gyes of al wait uponThee
And Thougivest them their med in due season.
Thou openest Thine hand,
And satisfiest the desire of every living thing."
Psam 14515, 16.

God made man perfedly holy and heppy; andthe fair eath, asit came from the Credor's
hand, bae no Hight of decay or shadow of the airse. It istransgresson d God's law--the law of
love--that has brought woe and deah. Y et even amid the suff ering that results from sin, God's
loveisreveded. It iswritten that God cursed the groundfor man's ske. Genesis 3:17. The thorn
and the thistle--the difficulties and trial s that make his life one of toil and care--were gopanted
for hisgoodas a part of the training needful in God's plan for his uplifting from the ruin and

degradation that sin has wrought. The
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world, though falen, isnaot al sorrow and misery. In nature itself are messages of hope and
comfort. There ae flowers uponthe thistles, and the thorns are wvered with roses.

"Godislove" iswritten uponevery opening bud, uporevery spire of springing grass The
lovely birds making the ar vocd with their happy songs, the delicaely tinted flowersin their
perfedion perfuming the ar, the lofty trees of the forest with their rich foliage of living geen --
all testify to the tender, fatherly care of our God and to His desire to make His children happy.

Theword of Godreveds His charader. He Himself has dedared Hisinfinite love and pty.
When Moses prayed, "Show me Thy glory,” the Lord answered, "l will make dl My goodress
passbefore thee" Exodus 33:18, 19.ThisisHisglory. The Lord passed before Moses, and
proclamed, "The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gradous, long-suffering, and abundant in
goodressand truth, kegping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgressonandsin.”
Exodus 34:6, 7.Heis"sow to anger, and d gred kindrness" "becaise He delighteth in mercy."
Jonah 4:2; Micah 7:18.

God hes bound ouw heats to Him by unnumbered tokensin hearen andin eath. Through the
things of nature, and the degpest and tenderest eathly ties that human heats can know, He has
sought to reved Himself to us. Y et these but imperfedly represent His love. Thouwgh all these
evidences have been given, the enemy of good Winded the minds of men, so that they looked

uponGod with fea; they thought of
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Him as svere and urforgiving. Satan led men to concave of God as a being whose chief
attribute is gern justice--one whois a severe judge, a harsh, exading creditor. He pictured the
Credor as abeing whois watching with jedous eye to dscern the arors and mistakes of men,
that He may visit judgments uponthem. It was to remove this dark shadow, by reveding to the
world theinfinite love of God, that Jesus cameto live anong men.

The Son d God came from heaven to make manifest the Father. "No man hath seen God at
any time; the only begotten Son, which isin the bosom of the Father, He hath dedared Him."
John 118."Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son
will reved Him." Matthew 11:27. When ore of the disciples made the request, "Show us the
Father," Jesus answered, "Have | been so long time with you, and yet hast thou nd known Me,
Phili p? He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thouthen, Show us the
Father?' John 148, 9.

In describing His eathly misson, Jesus sid, The Lord "hath anointed Me to pread the
gospel to the poar; He hath sent Me to hed the brokenheated, to pread deliveranceto the
captives, and reavering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” Luke 4:18.
Thiswas Hiswork. He went abou doing goodand heding all that were oppressed by Satan.
There were whale vill ages where there was not amoan of sicknessin any house, for He had
passd through them and heded all their sick. Hiswork gave evidence of His divine anainting.

Love, mercy, and compassonwere reveded in every ad of
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Hislife; His heat went out in tender sympathy to the diildren of men. He took man's nature, that
He might readr man's wants. The poarest and humblest were not afraid to approadh Him. Even
littl e children were atraded to Him. They loved to climb uponHis knees and gaze into the
pensive face benignant with love.

Jesus did na suppressone word o truth, bu He uttered it waysin love. He exercised the



gredest tad and thouwghtful, kind attention in His intercourse with the people. He was never rude,
never neallesdy spoke asevere word, never gave needlesspain to a sensitive soul. He did na
censure human we&kness He spoke the truth, bu aways in love. He denourced hypocrisy,
unbelief, and iniquity; but teaswerein Hisvoice & He uttered His sahing rebukes. He wept
over Jerusalem, the daty He loved, which refused to receve Him, the way, the truth, and the life.
They had rejeded Him, the Saviour, bu He regarded them with pitying tenderness Hislife was
one of self-denial and thoughtful care for others. Every soul was predousin His eyes. While He
ever bore Himself with divine dignity, He bowed with the tenderest regard to every member of
the family of God. In al men He saw falen souls whom it was His missonto save.

Such isthe dharader of Christ asreveded in Hislife. Thisisthe dharader of God. It isfrom
the Father's heat that the streams of divine cmpasson, manifest in Christ, flow out to the
children of men. Jesus, the tender, pitying Saviour, was God "manifest in the flesh.” 1 Timothy

3:16.
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It was to redeam us that Jesus lived and suffered and ded. He becane "aMan of Sorrows,"
that we might be made partakers of everlasting joy. God permitted His beloved Son, full of grace
and truth, to come from aworld of indescribable glory, to aworld marred and Highted with sin,
darkened with the shadow of deah and the arse. He permitted Him to leave the bosom of His
love, the adoration d the angels, to suffer shame, insult, humiliation, hetred, and deah. "The
chastisement of our peacewas upor Him; and with His gripeswe ae heded." Isaiah 535.
Behad Him in the wil derness in Gethsemane, uponthe aosd The spatlessSon o God took
uponHimself the burden of sin. Hewho hed been ore with God, felt in His soul the avful
separation that sin makes between God and man. This wrung from Hisli ps the anguished cry,
"My God, My God, why hast Thouforsaken Me?' Matthew 27:46. It was the burden of sin, the
sense of itsterrible enormity, of its separation d the soul from God--it was this that broke the
heat of the Son d God.

But this grea saaificewas nat made in arder to creae in the Father's heat alove for man, nd
to make Him willi ng to save. No, nd "God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten
Son." John 316. The Father loves us, na because of the grea propitiation, bu He provided the
propitiation kecause He loves us. Christ was the medium through which He could pou out His
infinite love uponafallen world. "God was in Christ, reancili ng the world urto Himself." 2

Corinthians 5:19. God suff ered with His Son. In the agony of Gethsemane, the deah of
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Calvary, the heat of Infinite Love paid the priceof our redemption.

Jesus sid, "Therefore doth My Father love Me, because | lay down My life, that | might take
it again." John 1017.That is, "My Father has 9 loved you that He even loves Me more for
giving My life to redeam you. In beaoming your Substitute and Surety, by surrendering My life,
by taking your li abiliti es, your transgressons, | am endeaed to My Father; for by My saaifice,
God can bejust, and yet the Justifier of him who kelieveth in Jesus.”

None but the Son d God could acamplish ou redemption; for only He whowas in the
basom of the Father could dedare Him. Only He who krew the height and depth of the love of
God could make it manifest. Nothing lessthan the infinite saaifice made by Christ in behalf of
fallen man could expressthe Father's love to lost humanity.



"God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son." He gave Him not only to live
among men, to bea their sins, and detheir saaifice He gave Him to the fallen race Christ was
to identify Himself with the interests and reeds of humanity. He who was one with God hes
linked Himself with the dhildren of men by ties that are never to be broken. Jesusis"not
ashamed to cdl them brethren" (Hebrews 2:11); Heis our Saaifice ou Advocae, ou Brother,
beaing our human form before the Father's throne, and through eternal ages one with the raceHe
has redeaned--the Son d man. And all this that man might be uplifted from the ruin and

degradation d sin that he might refled the love of God and share the joy of holiness
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The pricepaid for our redemption, the infinite saaifice of our heavenly Father in giving His
Sonto defor us, shoud give us exalted conceptions of what we may beame through Christ. As
the inspired apaostle John leheld the height, the depth, the breadth of the Father's love toward the
perishing race he was fill ed with adoration and reverence and, faili ng to find suitable language
in which to expressthe greanessand tendernessof thislove, he cdled uponthe world to behold
it. "Behald, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 8, that we shoud be cdled the
sonsof God." 1 John 31. What avalue this places uponman! Through transgresson the sons of
man beamme subjeds of Satan. Through faith in the aoning saaifice of Christ the sons of Adam
may become the sons of God. By assuming human nature, Christ elevates humanity. Fallen men
are placed where, through conredion with Christ, they may indeed become worthy of the name
"sons of God."

Such loveiswithou a parallel. Children of the heavenly King! Predous promise! Theme for
the most profoundmeditation! The matchlesslove of God for aworld that did na love Him! The
thought has a subdung power uponthe soul and krings the mind into captivity to the will of God.
The more we study the divine charader in the light of the aoss the more we seemercy,
tenderness and forgivenessblended with equity and justice and the more dealy we discern
innumerable esidences of alove that isinfinite and atender pity surpassng a mother's yeaning
sympathy for her wayward child.

Chap. 2- The Sinner'sNeeal of Christ

Man was originally endowved with nolde powers and a well -balanced mind. He was perfed in
his being, andin harmony with God. His thoughts were pure, hisaims haly. But through
disobedience, his powers were perverted, and selfishnesstook the placeof love. His nature
becane so weakened through transgresson that it wasimpassble for him, in his own strength, to
resist the power of evil. He was made caotive by Satan, and would have remained so forever had
not God spedally interpased. It was the tempter's purpose to thwart the divine plan in man's
credion, andfill the eath with woe and desolation. And he would pant to all this evil asthe
result of God's work in creaing man.

In his snless $ate, man held joyful communionwith Him "in whom are hid al the treasures
of wisdom and knavledge." Colossans 2:3. But after his sn, he auld nolonger findjoy in
haliness and he sought to hide from the presence of God. Such is 4ill the condtion d the
unrenewed heat. It isnaot in harmony with God, and finds nojoy in communion with Him. The
sinner could na be happy in Gods presence he would shrink from the companionship of hoy



beings. Could he be permitted to enter heaven, it would have nojoy for him. The spirit of
unselfish love that reigns there --every heat respondng to the heat of Infinite Love --would
touch noanswering chord in his ul. Histhoughts, hisinterests, his motives, would be diento
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those that adtuate the sinlessdwell ers there. He would be adiscordant note in the melody of
heaven. Heaven would beto him a placeof torture; he would long to be hidden from Him whois
itslight, and the center of itsjoy. It isnoarbitrary deaeeonthe part of God that excludes the
wicked from heaven; they are shut out by their own urfitnessfor its companionship. The glory of
Godwould be to them a consuming fire. They would welcome destruction, that they might be
hidden from the faceof Him who ded to redean them.

It isimpossblefor us, of ourselves, to escgoe from the pit of sinin which we ae sunken. Our
heats are evil, and we caana change them. "Who can bring a dean thing out of an urclean? not
one." "The cana mindisenmity against God: for it isnat subjed to the law of God, reither
indeed can be." Job 144; Romans 8:7. Educaion, culture, the exercise of the will, human eff ort,
al havetheir proper sphere, bu here they are powerless They may produce an ouward
corrednessof behavior, bu they canna change the heat; they canna purify the springs of life.
There must be apower working from within, anew life from abowve, before men can be dhanged
from sin to hdiness That power is Christ. His grace done can quicken the lifelessfaaulti es of
the soul, and attrad it to God, to hdiness

The Saviour said, "Except aman be born from abowve,” unlesshe shall receve anew heat,
new desires, purposes, and motives, leading to anew life, "he caana seethe kingdom of God."
John 33, margin. Theideathat it is necessary only to develop the goodthat
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existsin man by nature, is afatal deception."The natural man receveth na the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are fodli shnessunto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned.” "Marvel not that | said urto thee Y e must be born again." 1 Corinthians
2:14; John 37. Of Christ it iswritten, "In Him was life; and the life was the li ght of men"--the
only "name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” John 14; Acts4:12.

It isnot enough to percave the loving-kindnessof God, to seethe benevolence, the fatherly
tenderness of His charader. It isnot enowgh to dscern the wisdom and justice of Hislaw, to see
that it isfounded uponthe d@ernal principle of love. Paul the gaostle saw all thiswhen he
exclamed, "I consent unto the law that it isgood:" "The law is hdy, and the mommandment haly,
andjust, and good:' But he alded, in the bitternessof his sul-anguish and despair, "I am carnal,
sold uncer sin." Romans 7:16, 12, 14Helonged for the purity, the righteousness to which in
himself he was powerlessto attain, and cried ou, "O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver
me from this body of deah?' Romans 7:24, margin. Such isthe ay that has gone up from
burdened heatsin al landsandin all ages. To dll, thereis but one answer, "Behad the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world." John 129.

Many are the figures by which the Spirit of God hes ught to ill ustrate this truth, and make it
plain to soulsthat long to be freed from the burden of guilt. When, after his snin deceving
Esau, Jamb fled from his father's home, he was weighed dcwn with a sense
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of guilt. Lonely and oucast as he was, separated from all that had made life dea, the one thought
that abowve dl others pressed upon hs ul, was the fea that his sn had cut him off from God,



that he was forsaken of Heaven. In sadnesshe lay down to rest onthe bare eath, around hm only
the lonely hill s, and abowve, the heavens bright with stars. As he slept, a strange light broke upon
hisvision; and lo, from the plain onwhich helay, vast shadowy stairs ssemed to lead upward to
the very gates of heaven, and uponthem angels of God were passng up and davn; while from
the glory abowe, the divine voicewas head in amessage of comfort and hope. Thus was made
known to Jaaob that which met the need and longing of his oul--a Saviour. With joy and
gratitude he saw reveded away by which he, asinner, could be restored to communionwith
God. The mystic ladder of his dream represented Jesus, the only medium of communicaion
between God and man.

Thisis the same figure to which Christ referred in His conversation with Nathanad, when He
said, "Ye shal seehearen open, andthe angels of God ascending and descending uponthe Son
of man." John 151.In the gostasy, man alienated himself from God; eath was cut off from
heaven. Acrossthe gulf that lay between, there could be no communion. But through Christ,
eathisagain linked with heaven. With His own merits, Christ has bridged the gulf which sin hed
made, so that the ministering angels can hdd communion with man. Christ conreds fallen man

in hiswe&nessand helplessesswith the Source of infinite power.
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But in vain are men's dreams of progress in vain all efforts for the uplifting of humanity, if
they negled the one Sourceof hope and help for the fallen race "Every goodgift and every
perfea gift" (James 1:17) isfrom God. Thereis notrue excdlenceof charader apart from Him.
Andthe only way to Godis Christ. He says, "l am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, bu by Me." John 146.

The heat of God yeans over His eathly children with alove stronger than deah. In giving
up His Son, He has poued ou to usal heavenin ore gift. The Saviour'slife and deah and
intercesgon, the ministry of angels, the pleading of the Spirit, the Father working above and
through all, the unceasing interest of heavenly beings,--all are enlisted in behalf of man's
redemption.

Oh, let us contemplate the anazing saaificethat has been made for us! Let ustry to
appredate the labor and energy that Heaven is expending to redaim the lost, and kring them badck
to the Father's house. Motives gronger, and agencies more powerful, could never be brought into
operation; the exceading rewards for right-doing, the enjoyment of heaven, the society of the
angels, the oommunion and love of God and His Son, the devation and extension d al our
powers throughou eternal ages--are these nat mighty incentives and encouragementsto urge us
to give the heat'sloving serviceto ou Credor and Redeamer?

And, onthe other hand, the judgments of God pronourced against sin, the inevitable

retribution, the
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degradation d our charader, and the final destruction, are presented in God's word to warn us
against the service of Satan.

Shall we nat regard the mercy of God? What more wuld He do? Let us placeourselvesin
right relation to Him who hasloved us with amazing love. Let us avail ourselves of the means
provided for us that we may be transformed into His likeness and ke restored to fell owship with
the ministering angels, to harmony and communion with the Father and the Son.



Chap. 3 - Repentance

How shall aman be just with God? How shall the sinner be made righteous? It is only through
Christ that we can be brought into harmony with God, with hdiness but how are we to come to
Christ? Many are asking the same question as did the multit ude on the Day of Penteast, when,
convicted o sin, they cried ou, "What shall we do?' Thefirst word of Peter's answer was,
"Repent." Acts 2:37, 38.At anather time, shortly after, he said, "Repent, . . .and be mnverted,
that your sins may be blotted out." Acts 3:19.

Repentanceincludes orrow for sin and aturning away from it. We shall not renourcesin
unlesswe seeits gnfulness until we turn away from it in heat, there will be nored changein
thelife.

There ae many whofail to understand the true nature of repentance Multitudes orrow that
they have sinned and even make an ouward reformation because they fea that their wrongdoing
will bring suffering uponthemselves. But thisis not repentancein the Bible sense. They lament
the suffering rather than the sin. Such was the grief of Esau when he saw that the birthright was
lost to him forever. Balaam, terrified by the angel standing in his pathway with drawn sword,
adknowledged his guilt I est he shoud lose hislife; but there was no genuine repentancefor sin,

no conversion d purpase, noabharenceof evil. Judas Iscaiot, after betraying his
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Lord, exclaimed, "I have sinned in that | have betrayed the innacent blood:" Matthew 27:4.

The mnfessonwas forced from his guilty soul by an awful sense of condemnationand a
feaful looking for of judgment. The ansequences that were to result to him filled him with
terror, bu there was no ceep, heatbreaking grief in his oul, that he had betrayed the spatless
Son d God and denied the Holy One of Israd. Pharaoh, when suffering under the judgments of
God, adknowledged his snin order to escgpe further punishment, bu returned to his defiance of
Heaven as onas the plagues were stayed. These dl | amented the results of sin, bu did na
sorrow for the sin itself.

But when the heat yields to the influence of the Spirit of God, the consciencewill be
quickened, and the sinner will discern something of the depth and saaednessof God's haly law,
the founcition d His government in hearen and oneath. The "Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world," ill umines the seaet chambers of the soul, and the hidden things of
darknessare made manifest. John 19. Conwviction takes hold uponthe mind and heat. The sinner
has a sense of the righteousnessof Jehovah and feds the terror of appeaing, in hisown guilt and
uncleanness before the Seacher of heats. He sees the love of God, the beauty of haliness the
joy of purity; helongsto be deansed andto be restored to communion with Heaven.

The prayer of David after hisfall, ill ustrates the nature of true sorrow for sin. His repentance
was sncere and ceep. There was no effort to palli ate
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his guilt; no desire to escape the judgment threaened, inspired his prayer. David saw the
enormity of his transgresson; he saw the defil ement of his ul; he loathed his sn. It was not for
pardon ony that he prayed, bu for purity of heat. He longed for the joy of hdliness-to be
restored to harmony and communion with God. This was the language of his oul:



"Blessed is he whaose transgressonis forgiven,
whose sinis covered.

Blessd is the man urto whom the Lord
imputeth nd iniquity,

Andin whaose spirit thereisno guile."

Psam 321, 2.

"Have mercy uponme, O God, acarding to
Thy loving-kindness

Acoording unto the multitude of Thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressors. . . .

For | acknowledge my transgressons: and my
sinisever beforeme. . . .

Purge me with hysop,and| shall be dean:
wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow. . . .

Credein me a ¢ean heat, O Cod,

Andrenew aright spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence

Andtake not Thy Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;

And uphdd me with Thy freespirit. . . .

Deliver me from bloodguilti ness O God, Thou
God d my salvation:

And my tongue shall sing aloud d Thy
righteousness™ Psaim 51:1-14.

A repentance such as this, is beyondthe read of our own power to acomplish; it isobtained

only from Christ, who ascended up on Ingh and has given gifts unto men.
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Just here is apoint on which many may err, and hencethey fail of receving the help that
Christ desires to give them. They think that they canna come to Christ unlessthey first repent,
and that repentance prepares for the forgivenessof their sins. It is true that repentance does
precele the forgivenessof sins; for it is only the broken and contrite heat that will fed the neal
of a Saviour. But must the sinner wait till he has repented before he can come to Jesus? Is
repentanceto be made an olxtade between the sinner and the Saviour?

The Bible does nat tead that the sinner must repent before he can heed the invitation o
Christ, "Come unto Mg, al ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and | will give yourest." Matthew
11:28. It isthe virtue that goes forth from Christ, that leals to genuine repentance. Peter made the
matter clea in his gatement to the Isradites when he said, "Him hath God exalted with His right
handto be aPrince and a Saviour, for to give repentanceto Israd, and forgivenessof sins." Acts
5:31.We can nomore repent withou the Spirit of Christ to awaken the consciencethan we can
be pardored withou Christ.

Christ isthe source of every right impulse. Heisthe only one that can implant in the heat
enmity against sin. Every desire for truth and puity, every conviction d our own sinfulness is an



evidencethat His Spirit is moving upon ou heats.
Jesus has said, "I, if | belifted upfrom the eath, will draw al men urto Me." John 1232.
Christ must be reveded to the sinner as the Saviour dying for the sins of the world; and aswe

behald the Lamb of
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God uponthe aossof Calvary, the mystery of redemption keginsto urfold to our minds and the
goodressof God leads us to repentance In dying for sinners, Christ manifested alove that is
incomprehensible; and as the sinner behalds this love, it softens the heat, impresses the mind,
and inspires contrition in the soul.

It istrue that men sometimes become ashamed o their sinful ways, and give up some of their
evil habits, before they are anscious that they are being drawn to Christ. But whenever they
make an effort to reform, from a sincere desire to doright, it isthe power of Christ that is
drawing them. An influence of which they are unconscious works uponthe soul, and the
conscienceis quickened, and the outward life is amended. And as Christ draws them to look
uponHiscross to behod Him whom their sins have pierced, the cmommandment comes home to
the anscience The wickednessof their life, the degx-sedaed sin of the soul, is reveded to them.
They begin to comprehend something of the righteousnessof Christ, and exclam, "What is sn,
that it shoud require such asaaificefor the redemption d itsvictim? Was al thislove, all this
suffering, al this humiliation, demanded, that we might not perish, bu have everlasting life?”

The sinner may resist thislove, may refuse to be drawn to Christ; but if he does not resist he
will be drawn to Jesus; a knowledge of the plan of salvationwill | ead him to the foct of the aoss

in repentancefor his sns, which have caused the sufferings of God's dea Son.
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The same divine mind that is working uponthe things of natureis ge&ing to the heats of
men and creding an inexpressble aaving for something they have not. The things of the world
canna satisfy their longing. The Spirit of God is pleading with them to seek for those things that
alone can give peace adrest--the graceof Christ, the joy of haliness Through influences e
and urseen, ou Saviour is constantly at work to attrad the minds of men from the unsatisfying
pleasures of sin to the infinite blessngs that may be theirsin Him. To al these souls, who are
vainly seeking to drink from the broken cisterns of thisworld, the divine message is addressed,
"Let him that is athirst come. And whaosoever will, let him take the water of life fredy."
Revelation 2217.

Youwhoin heat long for something better than thisworld can give, recognize thislonging as
the voice of Godto your soul. Ask Him to give you repentance, to reved Christ to youin His
infinite love, in His perfed purity. In the Saviour's life the principles of God's law--love to God
and man--were perfedly exemplified. Benevolence, unselfish love, wasthe life of His ul. It is
aswe behad Him, as the light from our Saviour falls upon s, that we seethe sinfulnessof our
own heats.

We may have flattered ouselves, as did Nicodemus, that our life has been ugright, that our
moral charader is corred, and think that we need na humble the heat before God, like the
common sinner: but when the light from Christ shinesinto ou souls, we shall seehow impure

we ae; we shall discern the selfishnessof motive, the enmity against God, that
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has defiled every ad of life. Then we shall know that our own righteousnessis indeed asfilthy
rags, andthat the blood d Christ alone can cleanse us from the defil ement of sin, and renew our
heatsin His own likeness

Oneray of the glory of God, ore gleam of the purity of Christ, penetrating the soul, makes
every spot of defilement painfully distinct, and lays bare the deformity and defeds of the human
charader. It makes apparent the unhall owed desires, the infidelity of the heat, the impurity of the
lips. The sinner's ads of disloyalty in making void the law of God, are expased to his sght, and
his girit is dricken and affli cted under the seaching influence of the Spirit of God. He loathes
himself as he views the pure, spatlesscharader of Christ.

When the prophet Daniel beheld the glory surroundng the heavenly messenger that was sent
unto him, he was overwhelmed with a sense of his own wegnessand imperfedion. Describing
the dfed of the wonderful scene, he says, "There remained nostrength in me: for my comeliness
was turned in me into corruption, and | retained nostrength.” Daniel 10:8. The soul thus touched
will hateits slfishness abhar its =f-love, and will seek, through Christ's righteousness for the
purity of heat that isin Farmony with the law of God and the dharader of Christ.

Paul saysthat as "touching the righteousnesswhich isin the law"--as far as outward ads were
concerned --he was "blameless' (Phili ppians 3:6); but when the spiritual charader of the law was
discerned, he saw himself asinner. Judged by the letter of the law as
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men apply it to the outward life, he had abstained from sin; but when he looked into the depths of
its haly precepts, and saw himself as God saw him, he bowed in humiliation and confessed his
guilt. He says, "l was alive withou the law once but when the coommandment came, sin revived,
and | died." Romans 7:9. When he saw the spiritual nature of the law, sin appeaed in itstrue
hideousness and hs &lf-estean was gone.

God daes nat regard all sins as of equal magnitude; there ae degrees of guilt in His
estimation, aswell asin that of man; but however trifling this or that wrong ad may seem in the
eyes of men, nosinis gnal in the sight of God. Man's judgment is partial, imperfed; but God
estimates all things asthey redly are. The drunkard is despised and is told that his sn will
exclude him from heaven; whil e pride, selfishness and covetousnesstoo dten go urrebuked. But
these ae sinsthat are espedaly offensive to God; for they are cntrary to the benevolence of His
charader, to that unselfish love which is the very atmosphere of the unfallen unverse. He who
fallsinto some of the grosser sins may fed a sense of his shame and powerty and hs need o the
graceof Christ; but pride feds no real, and so it closes the heat against Christ and the infinite
blessngs He caneto give.

The poa pubican who prayed, "God be merciful to me asinner" (Luke 18:13), regarded
himself as avery wicked man, and aherslooked upon im in the same light; but he felt his nedd,
and with his burden of
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guilt and shame he cane before God, asking for His mercy. His heat was open for the Spirit of
Godto doits gradous work and set him freefrom the power of sin. The Phariseés boastful,
self-righteous prayer showed that his heat was closed against the influence of the Holy Spirit.
Because of hisdistancefrom God, e had nosense of hisown defil ement, in contrast with the
perfedion d the divine hdiness Hefelt no reed, and he recaved nahing.

If you seeyour sinfulness do nd wait to make yourself better. How many there ae who think



they are not good enough to come to Christ. Do you exped to become better through your own
eff orts? " Can the Ethiopian change his «kin, o theleopard his pats? then may ye dso dogood,
that are acaistomed to doevil ." Jeremiah 1323. Thereishelp for us only in God. We must not
wait for stronger persuasions, for better oppatunities, or for halier tempers. We can do nahing
of ourselves. We must come to Christ just aswe ae.

But let nore deceve themselves with the thought that God, in His grea love and mercy, will
yet save even thergjeders of His grace The excealing sinfulnessof sin can be estimated orly in
the light of the @oss When men urge that God is too goodto cast off the sinner, et them look to
Calvary. It was because there was no aher way in which man could be saved, because withou
this saaificeit wasimpossble for the human raceto escgpe from the defili ng power of sin, and
be restored to communion with hdy beings,--impaossble for them again to become partakers
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of spiritual life,--it was because of this that Christ took uponHimself the guilt of the disobedient
and suffered in the sinner's deal. The love and suffering and deah of the Son d God all testify
to the terrible enormity of sin and dedare that there is no escgpe from its power, no hog of the
higher life, bu through the submisson d the soul to Christ.

The impenitent sometimes excuse themselves by saying of professed Christians, "l am as
goodasthey are. They are no more self-denying, sober, or circumsped in their conduct than |
am. They love pleasure and self-indugence awell as| do." Thus they make the faults of others
an excuse for their own negled of duty. But the sinsand defeds of others do nd excuse anyone,
for the Lord has not given us an erring human pettern. The spotlessSon d God hes been given as
our example, and thase who complain o the wrong course of professed Christians are the ones
who shoud show better lives and nolber examples. If they have so high a mnception d what a
Christian shoud be, is not their own sin so much the greaer? They know what is right, and yet
refuse to doit.

Beware of procrastination. Do na put off the work of forsaking your sins and seeking purity
of heat through Jesus. Here is where thousands uponthousands have ered to their eternal |oss |
will nat here dwell uponthe shortnessand urcertainty of life; but there is aterrible danger--a
danger nat sufficiently understood-in delaying to yield to the pleading voice of God's Holy
Spirit, in choasing to live in sin; for such this delay redly is. Sin, hovever
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small it may be esteamed, can beinduged in orly at the peril of infiniteloss What we do nd
overcome, will overcome us and work out our destruction.

Adam and Eve persuaded themselves that in so small a matter as eaing of the forbidden fruit
there auld na result such terrible mnsequences as God hed dedared. But this gnall matter was
the transgresson d God's immutable and hdy law, and it separated man from God and opened
the floodyates of deeah and urtold woe upon ou world. Age dter age there has gone up from our
eath a ontinual cry of mourning, and the whole aedion groaneth and travail eth together in pain
as a mnsequence of man's disobedience Heaven itself hasfelt the dfeds of his rebelli on against
God. Calvary stands as amemorial of the anazing saaificerequired to atone for the
transgresson d the divine law. Let us not regard sin as atrivia thing.

Every ad of transgresson, every negled or rgjedion d the graceof Christ, isreading upon
yoursdlf; it is hardening the heat, depraving the will , benumbing the understanding, and nd only
making you lessinclined to yield, bu lesscgpable of yielding, to the tender pleading of God's



Holy Spirit.

Many are quieting atroulded consciencewith the thought that they can change a ©urse of evil
when they choase; that they can trifle with the invitations of mercy, and yet be again and again
impressed. They think that after doing despite to the Spirit of grace after casting their influence
onthe side of Satan, in amoment of terrible extremity they can change their course. But thisis

nat so easily dore. The experience,
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the education, d alifetime, has 9 thoroughly molded the charader that few then desireto
recave the image of Jesus.

Even ore wrong trait of charader, ore sinful desire, persistently cherished, will eventualy
neutralize dl the power of the gospel. Every sinful indugence strengthens the soul’'s aversionto
God. The man who manifests an infidel hardihood, @ a stolid indifferenceto dvinetruth, isbut
regoing the harvest of that which he has himself sown. In al the Bible thereis not a more feaful
warning against trifling with evil than the words of the wise man that the sinner "shall be holden
with the cords of his sns." Proverbs 5:22.

Christ isready to set us freefrom sin, bu He does nat forcethe will; andif by persistent
transgresson the will it self iswhally bent onevil, andwe do nd desire to be set free if we will
nat accet His grace what more can He do? We have destroyed ourselves by our determined
rgedion d Hislove. "Behadd, now isthe acceted time; behald, nav isthe day of salvation.”
"Today if yewill hea Hisvoice harden na your heats." 2 Corinthians 6:2; Hebrews 3.7, 8.

"Man looketh onthe outward appeaance, bu the Lord looketh onthe heat"--the human
heat, with its confli cting emotions of joy and sorrow; the wandering, wayward heat, which is
the &ode of so much impurity and decet. 1 Samuel 16:7. He knows its motives, its very intents
and pupases. Go to Him with your soul all stained asit is. Like the psalmist, throw its chambers
open to the dl-seang eye, exclaiming, "Seach me, O God, and knav my heat: try me, and

know
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my thoughts: and seeif there be ay wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
Psam 139 23, 24.

Many accept an intellecual religion, aform of godliiness when the heat isnot cleansed. Let it
be your prayer, "Crede in me a ¢ean heat, O God; and renew aright spirit within me." Psalm
51:10. Ded truly with your own soul. Be & eanest, as persistent, as youwould be if your mortal
life were & stake. Thisis amatter to be settled between God and your own soul, settled for
eternity. A suppased hope, and nahing more, will prove your ruin.

Study Godsword prayerfully. That word presents before you, in the law of God and the life of
Christ, the gred principles of haliness withou which "no man shall seethe Lord." Hebrews
12:14.1t convinces of sin; it plainly reveds the way of salvation. Give heed to it asthe voice of
God spe&ing to your soul.

Asyou seethe enormity of sin, as you seeyourself asyouredly are, do nd give upto despair.
It was snnersthat Christ came to save. We have nat to reconcile God to us, bu--O wondous
lovel--Godin Christ is "reconcili ng the world urto Himself." 2 Corinthians 5:19. He is woaoing
by His tender love the heats of His erring children. No eathly parent could be &s patient with the
faults and mistakes of his children, asis God with those He seeks to save. No ore muld ped
more tenderly with the transgressor. No human li ps ever poured ou more tender entredies to the



wanderer than dces He. All His promises, His warnings, are but the breahing of unuterable love.

When Satan comes to tell youthat youare a
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gred sinner, look upto your Redeamer and talk of His merits. That which will help youisto look
to Hislight. Acknowledge your sin, bu tell the enemy that " Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners' and that you may be saved by His matchlesslove. 1 Timothy 1:15. Jesus asked
Simonaquestionin regard to two debtors. One owed hislord asmall sum, and the other owed
him avery large sum; but he forgave them bath, and Christ asked Simon which debtor would
love hislord most. Simon answered, "He to whom he forgave most." Luke 7:43. We have been
gred sinners, bu Christ died that we might be forgiven. The merits of His sacrifice ae sufficient
to present to the Father in ou behalf. Those to whom He has forgiven most will | ove Him most,
and will stand reaest to Histhrone to praise Him for His gred love andinfinite saaifice It is
when we most fully comprehend the love of God that we best redi ze the sinfulnessof sin. When
we seethe length of the dhain that was let down for us, when we understand something of the
infinite saaificethat Christ has madein ou behalf, the heat is melted with tendernessand
contrition.

Chap. 4 - Confesson

"He that covereth his sns sall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall
have mercy." Proverbs 28:13.

The @ndtions of obtaining mercy of God are simple and just and reasonable. The Lord dces
not require us to dosome grievous thing in order that we may have the forgivenessof sin. We
neal na make long and weaisome pil grimages, or perform painful penances, to commend ou
soulsto the God d hearen or to expiate our transgresson; but he that confesseth and forsaketh
his sn shall have mercy.

The gostle says, "Confessyour faults one to ancther, and pray one for another, that ye may be
heded." James 5:16. Confessyour sinsto God, who orly can forgive them, and your faultsto ore
ancther. If you have given dfense to your friend a neighbor, you are to acknowledge your
wrong, and it is hisduty fredy to forgive you. Then you are to seek the forgivenessof God,
because the brother you have wounded is the property of God, and in injuring him you sinned
against his Credor and Redeamer. The case is brought before the only true Mediator, our grea
High Priest, who"wasin all paints tempted like & we ae, yet withou sin,” andwhois"touched
with the feding of our infirmities,” andis ableto cleanse from every stain of iniquity. Hebrews
4:15.

Those who have nat humbled their souls before God in acknowledging their guilt, have not
yet
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fulfill ed the first condtion d accetance If we have not experienced that repentancewhich is not
to berepented of, and have not with true humiliation o soul and lrokennessof spirit confessed
our sins, abharring our iniquity, we have never truly sought for the forgivenessof sin; and if we
have never sought, we have never fourd the peaceof God. The only reason why we do nd have
remisson d sinsthat are past isthat we ae not willi ng to humble our heats and comply with the
conditions of theword of truth. Explicit instructionis given concerning this matter. Confesson



of sin, whether pullic or private, shoud be heatfelt and fredy expressd. It isnot to be urged
from the sinner. It isnot to be made in aflippant and carelessway, or forced from thase who
have no redizing sense of the bharent charader of sin. The cnfessonthat is the outpouring of
the inmost soul finds its way to the God d infinite pity. The psalmist says, "The Lord is nigh
unto them that are of a broken heat; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." Psalm 34:18.

True mnfessonis aways of aspedfic charader, and acknowledges particular sins. They may
be of such anature a to be brought before God ony; they may be wrongs that shoud be
confessed to individuals who have suffered injury through them; or they may be of apulic
charader, and shoud then be a pubicly confessed. But al confessonshoud be definite andto
the paint, adknowledging the very sins of which you are guilty.

In the days of Samuel the Isradites wandered from God. They were suffering the

consequences of
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sin; for they had lost their faith in God, lost their discernment of His power and wisdom to rule
the nation, lost their confidencein His ability to defend and vindicae His cause. They turned
from the grea Ruler of the universe and desired to be governed as were the nations aroundthem.
Before they found acethey made this definite confesson: "We have alded urto all our sins
thisevil, to ask usaking." 1 Samuel 12:19. The very sin o which they were mnvicted had to be
confessed. Thelr ingratitude oppressed their souls and severed them from God.

Confessonwill not be accetable to God withou sincere repentance and reformation. There
must be deaded changesin the life; everything off ensive to God must be put away. Thiswill be
the result of genuine sorrow for sin. The work that we haveto co on ou part is plainly set before
us. "Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before Mine gyes; ceae to
doevil; lean to dowell; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless plead for the
widow." Isaiah 1:16, 1. "If the wicked restore the pledge, give ajain that he had robbed, walk in
the statutes of life, withou committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die." Ezekiel
33:15. Paul says, speaking of the work of repentance "Y e sorrowed after agodly sort, what
caefulnessit wrought in you, yeg what cleaing of yourselves, yeg what indignation, yeg what
fea, yeg what vehement desire, yea what zed, yeg what revenge! In all things ye have gproved

yourselvesto be dea inthis matter." 2 Corinthians 7:11.
40

When sin has deadened the moral perceptions, the wrongdoer does not discern the defeds of
his charader nor redize the enormity of the evil he has committed; and urlesshe yields to the
conwvicting power of the Holy Spirit he remainsin pertial blindnessto his sn. His confessons are
not sincere and in eanest. To every adknowledgment of his guilt he adds an apology in excuse of
his course, dedaring that if it had na been for certain circumstances he would na have dore this
or that for which heisreproved.

After Adam and Eve had eaen o the forbidden fruit, they were fill ed with a sense of shame
andterror. At first their only thought was how to excuse their sin and escgpe the dreaded
sentence of deah. When the Lord inquired concerning their sin, Adam replied, laying the guilt
partly uponGod and partly upon hs companion: "The woman whom Thougavest to be with me,
she gave me of thetree and| did ea." The woman pu the blame uponthe serpent, saying, "The
serpent beguiled me, and | did ed." Genesis 3: 12, 13.Why did Y ou make the serpent? Why did



Y ou suffer him to come into Eden? These were the questionsimplied in her excuse for her sin,
thus charging God with the resporsibility of their fall. The spirit of self-justification aiginated in
the father of lies and has been exhibited by all the sons and daughters of Adam. Confesgons of
thisorder are not inspired by the divine Spirit and will not be accetable to God. True repentance
will  ead aman to bea his guilt himself and acknowledge it withot deception a hypocrisy. Like

the poar pulican, nd lifting up so much as his eyes unto heaven, he will cry, "God ke
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merciful to me asinner," and those who doadknowledge their guilt will be justified, for Jesus
will plead Hisbloodin behalf of the repentant soul.

The examplesin Godsword o genuine repentance and humiliation reved a spirit of
confessonin which thereis no excuse for sin ar attempt at self-justification. Paul did na seek to
shield hmself; he paints his snin its darkest hue, na attempting to lessen his guilt. He says,
"Many of the saintsdid | shut upin prison, having recaved authority from the dief priests; and
when they were put to deah, | gave my voice aainst them. And | purnished them oft in every
synagogue, and compell ed them 1o blaspheme; and being exceadingly mad against them, |
perseauted them even urto strange aties." Acts 26: 10, 11.He does nat hesitate to dedare that
"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom | am chief." 1 Timothy 1:15.

The humble and broken heat, subdued by genuine repentance, will appredate something of
the love of God and the ast of Calvary; and as a son confesses to aloving father, so will the
truly penitent bring all his sns before God. Andit iswritten, "If we confessour sins, Heis
faithful andjust to forgive us our sins, andto cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 1 John 19.

Chap. 5 - Conseaation

Godspromiseis, "Yeshal se&k Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your
heat." Jeremiah 2913.

The whde heat must be yielded to God, a the dhange can never be wrought in us by which
we aeto berestored to Hislikeness By nature we ae dienated from God. The Holy Spirit
describes our condtionin such words as these: "Deal in trespasses and sins;" "the whole head is
sick, andthe whde heat faint;" "no soundressin it." We ae held fast in the snare of Satan,
"taken captive by him at hiswill ." Ephesians 2:1; Isaiah 1.5, 6, 2 Timothy 2:26. God desires to
hed us, to set us free But since this requires an entire transformation, a renewing of our whole
nature, we must yield ourselves whally to Him.

The warfare against self isthe greaest battle that was ever fought. The yielding of self,
surrendering al to the will of God, requires astruggle; but the soul must submit to God kefore it
can berenewed in hdiness

The government of God is nat, as Satan would make it appea, founded uponablind
submisgon, an urreasoning control. It appedsto the intelled and the conscience "Come now,
and let us reason together” is the Creaor's invitation to the beings He has made. Isaiah 1:18. God
does not forcethe will of His creaures. He caana accept an hamage that is not willi ngly and

intelli gently given. A mere forced submissonwould prevent all red development of mind
44

or charader; it would make man amere automaton. Such is nat the purpose of the Creaor. He
desires that man, the aowning work of His creaive power, shall read the highest possble



development. He sets before us the height of blessng to which He desires to bring us through His
grace He invites usto give ourselves to Him, that He may work Hiswill i n us. It remains for us
to choase whether we will be set freefrom the bondage of sin, to share the glorious li berty of the
sons of God.

In giving ourselves to God, we must necessarily give up al that would separate us from Him.
Hencethe Saviour says, "Whasoever he be of you that forsaketh na all that he hath, he caana be
My disciple." Luke 14:33. Whatever shall draw away the heat from God must be given up.
Mammonistheidad of many. The love of money, the desire for wedth, is the golden chain that
binds them to Satan. Reputation and worldly hona are worshiped by ancther class Thelife of
selfish ease and freedom from resporsibility isthe idal of others. But these slavish bands must be
broken. We canna be half the Lord's and helf the world's. We ae not God's children uriesswe
are such entirely.

There aethose who professto serve God, whil e they rely upontheir own efforts to okey His
law, to form aright charader, and seaure salvation. Their heats are not moved by any deg sense
of the love of Christ, but they seek to perform the duties of the Christian life & that which God
requires of them in arder to gain heaven. Such religionis worth nahing. When Christ dwellsin
the heat, the soul will
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be so fill ed with His love, with the joy of communionwith Him, that it will cleaveto Him; andin
the ntemplation d Him, self will be forgotten. Love to Christ will be the spring of adion.
Those whofed the cnstraining love of God, do ndask how littl e may be given to med the
requirements of God, they do nd ask for the lowest standard, but aim at perfea conformity to the
will of their Redeemer. With eanest desire they yield all and manifest an interest propartionate
to the value of the ojed which they seek. A professon d Christ withou this deep loveis mere
talk, dry formality, and heavy drudgery.

Do youfed that it istoo grea asaaificeto yield al to Christ? Ask yourself the question,
"What has Christ given for me?" The Son d God gave dl--life and love and suff ering--for our
redemption. And can it be that we, the unworthy objeds of so grea love, will withhdd ou heats
from Him? Every moment of our lives we have been partakers of the blessngs of His grace and
for this very reason we caana full y redi ze the depths of ignorance and misery from which we
have been saved. Can we look LponHim whom our sins have pierced, and yet be willi ng to do
despite to al Hislove and saaifice? In view of the infinite humiliation d the Lord of glory, shall
we murmur because we can enter into life only through confli ct and self-abasement?

Theinqury of many aproud Feat is, "Why neal | go in penitence and humiliation before |
can have the assurance of my accetancewith God?' | paint youto Christ. He was snless and,
more than this, He was the Prince of hearen; but in man's
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behalf He became sin for the race "He was numbered with the transgresors; and He bare the sin
of many, and made intercesson for the transgresors.” Isaiah 5312.

But what dowe give up, when we give dl? A sin-palluted heat, for Jesusto puify, to cleanse
by His own blood,and to save by His matchlesslove. And yet men think it hard to giveupall! |
am ashamed to hea it spoken of, ashamed to writeit.

God daes nat require usto give up anything that it is for our best interest to retain. In all that
He does, He has the well -being of His children in view. Would that all who have nat chasen



Christ might redize that He has ssmething vastly better to offer them than they are seeking for
themselves. Man is doing the gredest injury and injusticeto his own soul when he thinks and
ads contrary to the will of God. No red joy can be foundin the path forbidden by Him who
knows what is best and who dans for the good d His creaures. The path o transgressonisthe
path of misery and destruction.

It isamistake to entertain the thought that God is pleased to seeHis children suffer. All
heaven is interested in the happinessof man. Our heavenly Father does not close the avenues of
joy to any of His creaures. The divine requirements cal upor usto shunthose indugences that
would bring suffering and dsappantment, that would close to us the doar of happinessand
heaven. The world's Redeaner accepts men as they are, with all their wants, imperfedions, and

wedknesses, and He will nat only cleanse from sin and grant redemption through His blood, bu
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will satisfy the heat-longing of all who consent to wea His yoke, to bea His burden. It isHis
purpcse to impart peace adrest to all who cometo Him for the bread of life. He requires usto
perform only thase duties that will | ead ou steps to heights of blissto which the disobedient can
never attain. Thetrue, joyous life of the soul isto have Christ formed within, the hope of glory.

Many areinquiring, "How am | to make the surrender of myself to God?" You dcesireto give
yourself to Him, bu you are wegk in mora power, in slavery to doult, and controll ed by the
habits of your life of sin. Y our promises and resolutions are like ropes of sand. Y ou canna
control your thoughts, your impulses, your affedions. The knowledge of your broken promises
and forfeited pedges wegens your confidencein your own sincerity, and causes you to fed that
God canna accept you; but you reed na despair. What you reel to uncerstand is the true force
of thewill . Thisis the governing power in the nature of man, the power of dedsion, a of choice
Everything depends ontheright adion d the will . The power of choice God has given to men; it
istheirsto exercise. You canna change your heat, you canna of yourself give to God its
affedions; but you can choose to serve Him. Y ou can give Him your will; He will then work in
youto will andto doacmrding to His good geasure. Thus your whole nature will be brought
under the antrol of the Spirit of Christ; your affedionswill be cextered uponHim, your
thoughts will be in harmony with Him.

Desires for goodressand hdinessare right as
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far asthey go; but if you stop here, they will avail nothing. Many will be lost while hopng and
desiring to be Christians. They do nd come to the point of yielding the will to God. They do nd
now choose to be Christians.

Through the right exercise of the will, an entire dhange may be made in your life. By yielding
up your will to Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is abowve dl principaliti es and
powers. Youwill have strength from above to hdd you steadfast, and thus through constant
surrender to God you will be enabled to live the new life, even thelife of faith.

Chap. 6 - Faith and Acceptance
Asyour conscience has been quickened by the Holy Spirit, you have seen something of the

evil of sin, o its power, its guilt, its woe; and you look uponit with abharence Youfed that sin
has sparated you from God, that you are in bondge to the power of evil. The more you strugge



to escgpe, the more you redi ze your helplessiess Y our motives are impure; your heat is
unclean. You seethat your life has been fill ed with selfishnessand sin. Youlong to be forgiven,
to be deansed, to be set free. Harmony with God, li kenessto Him--what can you doto oltain it?

It is peacethat you reed--Heaven's forgivenessand peace adlovein the soul. Money canna
buy it, intelled canna procure it, wisdom canna attain to it; you can never hope, by your own
efforts, to seaureit. But God dfersit to you as a gift, "withou money and withou price" Isaiah
55:1. It isyoursif youwill but reat ou your hand and grasp it. The Lord says, "Though your
sinsbe & <alet, they shall be & white & s1ow; though they be red like aimson, they shall be &
wooal." Isaiah 1:18. "A new heat aso will | give you,andanew spirit will | put within you."
Ezekiel 36:26.

You have confessed your sins, andin heat put them away. Y ou have resolved to give yourself
to God. Now go to Him, and ask that He will wash away your sins and give you a new heat.

Then
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beli eve that He does this because He has promised. Thisis the leson which Jesus taught while
He was on eath, that the gift which God promises us, we must believe we doreceve, anditis
ours. Jesus heded the people of their diseases when they had faith in His power; He helped them
in the things which they could seg thus inspiring them with confidencein Him concerning things
which they could na see-leading them to believe in His power to forgive sins. This He plainly
stated in the heding of the man sick with palsy: "That ye may know that the Son of man hath
power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith He to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and
go urto thine house." Matthew 9:6. So also Johnthe evangeli st says, spe&king of the mirades of
Christ, "These ae written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son o God; and that
believing ye might have life through His name." John 2031.

From the smple Bible acourt of how Jesus heded the sick, we may lean something abou
how to believein Him for the forgivenessof sins. Let us turn to the story of the paralytic a
Bethesda. The poa sufferer was helpless he had na used hislimbsfor thirty-eight yeas. Yet
Jesus bade him, "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." The sick man might have said, "Lord, if Thou
wilt make mewhadle, | will obey Thy word." But, no, re believed Christ's word, believed that he
was made whole, and he made the dfort at once he willed to walk, and he did walk. He aded on

theword of Christ, and God gave the power. He was made whole.
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In like manner you are asinner. Y ou canna atone for your past sins; you canna change your
heat and make yourself haly. But God promisesto doall thisfor you through Christ. You
believe that promise. Y ou confessyour sins and give yourself to God. You will to serve Him. Just
as arely asyou dothis, God will fulfill Hisword to you. If you bkelieve the promise,--beli eve that
you are forgiven and cleansed --God supgi es the fad; you are made whale, just as Christ gave
the paralytic power to walk when the man believed that he was heded. It is so if you kelieveiit.

Do na wait to feel that you are made whale, but say, "I believeit; it is so, nd becaise | fed it,
but because God haes promised.”

Jesus says, "What things ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receve them, andye
shall havethem." Mark 11:24. There is a andtion to this promise--that we pray acrding to the
will of God.But it isthewill of Godto cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and to



enable usto live ahaly life. So we may ask for these blessngs, and lelieve that we recave them,
and thank God that we have recaved them. It is our privil ege to go to Jesus and ke deansed, and
to stand before the law withou shame or remorse. "There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus, whowalk nat after the flesh, bu after the Spirit." Romans 8:1.
Henceforth you are not your own; you are bought with aprice "Y e were not redeaned with
corruptible things, as slver and gold;... bu with the predous blood d Christ, as of alamb

withou blemish and
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withou spat.” 1 Peter 1:18, 19.Through this smple adc of believing God, the Holy Spirit has
begotten anew lifein your heat. Youare as a cild ban into the family of God, and He loves
you as He loves His Son.

Now that you have given yourself to Jesus, do nd draw badk, do nd take yourself away from
Him, bu day by day say, "l am Christ's; | have given myself to Him;" and ask Him to give you
His Spirit and keep you by His grace Asit is by giving yourself to God, and believing Him, that
you kecome His child, so youareto livein Him. The gostle says, "As ye have therefore recaved
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him." Colosdans 2:6.

Some sean to fed that they must be on robation, and must prove to the Lord that they are
reformed, before they can clam His blessng. But they may claim the blessng of God even now.
They must have His grace the Spirit of Christ, to help their infirmities, or they canna resist evil .
Jesus lovesto have us come to Him just aswe ae, sinful, helpless dependent. We may come
with al our wegness ou folly, ou sinfulness andfall at Hisfed in penitence It isHisglory to
encircleusin the ams of Hislove andto bind up ouwounds, to cleanse us from all im purity.

Here is where thousands fail; they do nd believe that Jesus pardons them personaly,
individually. They do nd take God at Hisword. It is the privilege of al who comply with the
condtions to know for themselves that pardonis fredy extended for every sin. Put away the

suspicion that God's promises are not meant for you. They are for every
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repentant transgressor. Strength and gracehave been provided through Christ to ke brought by
ministering angels to every believing soul. None ae so sinful that they canna find strength,
purity, and righteousnessin Jesus, who ded for them. He is waiti ng to strip them of their
garments dained and pdl uted with sin, andto pu uponthem the white robes of righteousness
He bids them live and nd die.

God daes nat ded with us asfinite men ded with ore anather. His thoughts are thoughts of
mercy, love, and tenderest compasdgon. He says, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man histhoughts: and let him return urto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon
him; andto ou God, for He will abundantly pardon." "I have blotted ou, as athick cloud,thy
transgressons, and, as a doud,thy sins." Isaiah 557; 44:22.

"l have no deasure in the deah of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn
yourselves, andliveye." Ezekiel 18:32. Satan isrealy to sted away the blessed asaurances of
God. He desires to take every glimmer of hope and every ray of light from the soul; but you must
not permit him to dothis. Do nd give ea to the tempter, but say, "Jesus has died that | might
live. He loves me, and will snat that | shoud perish. | have a ompassonate heavenly Father; and
athouwgh | have a&used His love, though the blessngs He has given me have been squandered, |
will arise, and go to my Father, and say, 'l have sinned against heaven, and kefore Theg and am



no more worthy to be cdled Thy son: make me & one of Thy hired servants.™ The parable tell s

you hawv
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the wanderer will be recaved: "When he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and hed
compasson, andran, andfell on hsnedk, and kissed him." Luke 15:18-20.

But even this parable, tender and touching asit is, comes hort of expressng the infinite
compasson d the heavenly Father. The Lord dedares by His prophet, "I have loved theewith an
everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindness have | drawn thee." Jeremiah 31:3. Whil e the
sinner isyet far from the Father's house, wasting his substancein a strange wurtry, the Father's
heat is yeaning over him; and every longing awakened in the soul to return to God is but the
tender pleading of His Spirit, wooing, entreaing, drawing the wanderer to his Father's heat of
love.

With the rich promises of the Bible before you, can you give placeto doult? Can you kelieve
that when the poa sinner longs to return, longs to forsake his sns, the Lord sternly withhdds
him from coming to His fed in repentance? Away with such thoughts! Nothing can hut your
own soul more than to entertain such a onception d our heavenly Father. He hates sn, bu He
loves the sinner, and He gave Himself in the person d Chrigt, that all who would might be saved
and have dernal blessdnessin the kingdom of glory. What stronger or more tender language
could have been employed than He has chosen in which to expressHis love toward us? He
dedares, "Can awoman forget her sucking child, that she shoud na have mmpasson onthe son
of her womb? yeg, they may forget, yet will | not forget thee" Isaiah 4915.

Look up,youthat are doulting and trembling;
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for Jesus lives to make intercesson for us. Thank God for the gift of His dea Sonand pray that
He may not have died for you in vain. The Spirit invites you today. Come with your whole heat
to Jesus, and you may claim His blessng.

Asyou real the promises, remember they are the expresson d unutterable love and gty. The
gred heat of Infinite Love is drawn toward the sinner with boundiesscompasson."We have
redemption through His blood,the forgivenessof sins." Ephesians 1:7. Yes, only believe that
Godisyour helper. He wants to restore His moral image in man. Asyou draw nea to Him with
confesson and repentance, He will draw nea to you with mercy and forgiveness

Chap. 7 - The Test of Discipleship

"If any man bein Christ, heisanew creaure: old things are passed away; behald, all things
are beaome new." 2 Corinthians 5:17.

A person may nat be aleto tell the exad time or place or trace 8 the dhain o circumstances
in the processof conversion; but this does not prove him to be unconverted. Christ said to
Nicodemus, "The wind Howeth where it li steth, and thou heaest the soundthereof, bu canst not
tell whenceit cometh, and whither it goeth: so is everyone that isborn of the Spirit." John 38.
Likethewind,whichisinvisible, yet the dfeds of which are plainly seen and felt, is the Spirit of
Godin itswork uponthe human heat. That regenerating power, which no human eye can seg
begets anew life in the soul; it creaes a new being in the image of God. Whil e the work of the
Spirit is dlent and imperceptible, its effeds are manifest. If the heat has been renewed by the



Spirit of God, the life will bea witnessto the fad. While we caana do anything to change our
heats or to bring ourselves into harmony with God; while we must not trust at all to ouselves or
our goodworks, our liveswill reved whether the graceof God is dwelli ng within us. A change
will be seen inthe dharader, the habits, the pursuits. The contrast will be dea and dedded

between what they have been and what they are. The dharader isreveded, nd
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by occasional good ceals and accasional misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitual words and
ads.

It istrue that there may be an ouward corrednessof deportment without the renewing power
of Christ. The love of influence andthe desire for the estean of others may produce a
well-ordered life. Self-resped may lead usto avoid the gppeaanceof evil. A selfish heat may
perform generous adions. By what means, then, shall we determine whaose side we ae on?

Who hes the heat? With whom are our thoughts? Of whom do we love to converse? Who hes
our warmest affedions and ou best energies? If we ae Christ's, ou thoughts are with Him, and
our swedest thoughts are of Him. All we have and areis conseaated to Him. Welong to bea
Hisimage, breahe His sirit, doHiswill, and gdease Him in all things.

Those who beaome new creaures in Christ Jesus will bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, "love,
joy, peace long-suffering, gentleness goodress faith, meekness temperance” Gaatians 5:22,
23.They will nolonger fashion themselves acording to the former lusts, but by the faith of the
Son d Godthey will follow in His geps, refleda His charader, and puify themselves even as He
is pure. The things they once hated they now love, and the things they onceloved they hate. The
proudand self-assertive beacome meek and lowly in heat. The vain and supercili ous become
serious and unolbrusive. The drunken beame sober, and the profli gate pure. The vain customs
and fashions of the world are laid aside. Christians will seek nat the "outward adorning,” but "the

hidden man of
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the heat, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of ameek and quet spirit." 1 Peter
3.3, 4.

Thereisno evidence of genuine repentance unlessit works reformation. If he restore the
pledge, give again that he had roblbed, confesshis sns, andlove God and hsfellow men, the
sinner may be sure that he has passd from deah urto life.

When, as erring, sinful beings, we come to Christ and become partakers of His pardonng
grace love springs upin the heat. Every burden islight, for the yoke that Christ imposesis easy.
Duty becomes a delight, and saaifice apleasure. The path that before seemed shrouded in
darkness beaomes bright with beams from the Sun o Righteousness

The lovelinessof the charader of Christ will be seenin Hisfoll owers. It was His delight to do
the will of God.Loveto God, zed for His glory, was the controlli ng power in ou Saviour's life.
Love beautified and ennoled all Hisadions. Loveis of God. The unconseaated heat canna
originate or produceit. It isfound oty in the heat where Jesus reigns. "We love, becaise He
first loved us." 1 John 419,R.V. In the heat renewed by divine grace loveis the principle of
adion. It modifies the charader, governs the impulses, controls the passons, subdies enmity,
and ennolesthe dfedions. Thislove, cherished in the soul, swedensthelife and sheds a
refining influenceonal around.

There aetwo errors against which the dnildren of God--particularly those who have just come



to trust in His grace-espeaally neal to guard. Thefirst, already dwelt upon,isthat of looking to
their
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own works, trusting to anything they can do,to bring themselvesinto harmony with God. He
whoistrying to become haly by his own worksin keeping the law, is attempting an
imposgbility. All that man can dowithou Christ is paluted with selfishnessand sin. It isthe
graceof Christ aone, through faith, that can make us haly.

The oppasite and nolessdangerous error is that belief in Christ releases men from kegping the
law of God; that since by faith alone we beame partakers of the graceof Christ, our works have
nothing to dowith ou redemption.

But natice here that obedienceis not amere outward compliance, bu the serviceof love. The
law of Godisan expresson d Hisvery nature; it is an embodment of the grea principle of love,
and henceisthe foundition d His government in heaven and eath. If our heats are renewed in
the likenessof God, if the divine love isimplanted in the soul, will not the law of God ke caried
out in the life? When the principle of love isimplanted in the heat, when man is renewed after
the image of Him that creaged him, the new-covenant promiseis fulfill ed, "I will put My laws
into their heats, andin their minds will | write them." Hebrews 10:16. And if the law iswritten
in the heat, will it nat shape the life? Obedience--the service and all egiance of love--is the true
sign o discipleship. Thusthe Scripture says, "Thisisthe love of God, that we keep His
commandments.” "He that saith, | know Him, and kegpeth na His commandments, isaliar, and

thetruthisnot in hm." 1 John 53; 2:4. Instead o releasing man from obedience it isfaith,
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and faith only, that makes us partakers of the graceof Christ, which enables us to render
obedience

We do nd ean salvation by our obedience for salvationisthe freegift of God, to be receved
by faith. But obedienceisthe fruit of faith. "Ye know that He was manifested to take avay our
sins; andin Him isnosin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth na: whasoever sinneth hath na
sea Him, neither known Him." 1 John 35, 6.Hereisthe true test. If we aide in Chrigt, if the
love of God dwvellsin us, ou fedings, our thoughts, our purpases, our adions, will bein
harmony with the will of God as expressed in the precepts of Hishdy law. "Little children, let no
man deceve you: he that doeth righteousnessis righteous, even as He isrighteous.” 1 John 37.
Righteousnessis defined by the standard of God's haly law, as expressed in the ten precepts
given onSinai.

That so-cdled faith in Christ which professes to release men from the obligation d obedience
to God, isnat faith, bu presumption. "By grace &e ye saved through faith." But "faith, if it hath
nat works, isdeal." Ephesians 2:8; James 2:17. Jesus <aid of Himself before He caneto eath, "I
delight to doThy will, O My God: yea Thy law iswithin My heat." Psalm 40:8. And just before
He ascended again to heaven He dedared, "'l have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in
Hislove." John 1510. The Scripture says, "Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep
His commandments. . . .Hethat saith he aideth in Him ought himself also so to walk even as

Hewaked." 1 John 23-6."Because Christ also
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suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye shoud follow His geps.” 1 Peter 2:21.
The @mndtion d eterna lifeisnow just what it aways has been,--just what it wasin Paradise



before the fall of our first parents,--perfed obedienceto the law of God, perfed righteousness If
eterna life were granted onany condtion short of this, then the happinessof the whale universe
would beimperiled. The way would be open for sin, with al itstrain of woe and misery, to be
immortali zed.

It was possble for Adam, before the fall, to form arighteous charader by obedienceto God's
law. But he falled to dothis, and because of his sn ou natures are fallen and we caana make
ourselvesrighteous. Sincewe ae sinful, unhdy, we caana perfedly obey the hdy law. We have
no righteousnessof our own with which to med the daims of the law of God. But Christ has
made away of escgpe for us. He lived oneath amid trials and temptations 2uch as we have to
med. He lived asinlesslife. He died for us, and nawv He offers to take our sins and give us His
righteousness If you give yourself to Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your
life may have been, for His sske you are acounted righteous. Christ's charader standsin place of
your charader, and you are acceted before God just as if you had na sinned.

More than this, Christ changes the heat. He aidesin your heat by faith. Y ou are to maintain
this conredion with Christ by faith and the wntinual surrender of your will to Him; and so long

asyou dothis, He will work in youto will andto do
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acording to Hisgood geasure. So you may say, "Thelife which | now livein theflesh | live by
the faith of the Son d God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." Galatians 2:20. So Jesus
said to His disciples, "It isnot ye that spe&k, but the Spirit of your Father which spedeth in you."
Matthew 10:20. Then with Christ working in you, you will manifest the same spirit and dothe
same goodworks --works of righteousness obedience

So we have nathing in ourselves of which to baast. We have no groundfor self-exaltation.
Our only ground d hopeisin the righteousnessof Christ imputed to us, andin that wrought by
His Spirit working in and through us.

When we spe&k of faith, thereisadistinction that shoud be bornein mind. Thereisakind o
belief that iswhdly distinct from faith. The existence and paver of God, the truth of Hisword,
are fads that even Satan and hishosts canna at heat deny. The Bible says that "the devil s also
believe, andtremble;” but thisis not faith. James 2:19. Where thereisnot only a belief in God's
word, bu asubmisson d the will to Him; where the heat is yielded to Him, the dfedions fixed
uponHim, there is faith--faith that works by love and puifies the soul. Through this faith the
heat is renewed in the image of God. And the heat that in its unrenewed state is not subjed to
the law of God, reither indead can be, now delightsin its haly precepts, exclaiming with the
psamist, "O how love | Thy law! it is my meditation all the day." Psam 11997. And the
righteousnessof the law isfulfilled in us, "who
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walk nat after the flesh, but after the Spirit." Romans 8:1.

There aethose who have known the pardoning love of Christ andwhoredly desireto be
children of God, yet they redize that their charader isimperfed, their life faulty, and they are
ready to doult whether their heats have been renewed by the Holy Spirit. To such | would say,
Do na draw badk in despair. We shall often haveto bav down and wee at the fed of Jesus
because of our shortcomings and mistakes, bu we ae nat to be discouraged. Even if we ae
overcome by the enemy, we ae not cast off, na forsaken andrgeded o God. No; Christ is at
the right hand d God, who also maketh intercesson for us. Said the beloved John,"These things



write | unto you, that ye sin nd. Andif any man sin, we have an advocae with the Father, Jesus
Christ therighteous.” 1 John 21. And do na forget the words of Christ, "The Father Himself
loveth you." John 1627.He desires to restore you to Himself, to seeHis own puity and hdiness
refleded in you. Andif youwill but yield yourself to Him, He that hath begunagoodwork in
youwill cary it forward to the day of Jesus Christ. Pray more fervently; believe more fully. As
we mmeto distrust our own power, let ustrust the power of our Redeemer, and we shall praise
Him whoisthe hedth of our courtenance.

The doser you come to Jesus, the more faulty you will appea in your own eyes; for your
visonwill be deaer, and your imperfedionswill be seenin broad and dstinct contrast to His

perfed nature. Thisis evidencethat Satan's delusions have lost their
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power; that the vivifying influence of the Spirit of Godis arousing you.

No deg-seded love for Jesus can dwell i n the heat that does nat redize its own sinfulness
The soul that is transformed by the graceof Christ will admire His divine dharader; but if we do
nat seeour own moral deformity, it is unmistakable evidencethat we have nat had aview of the
beauty and excdlenceof Christ.

The lesswe seeto esteam in ouselves, the more we shall seeto estean in the infinite purity
and lovelinessof our Saviour. A view of our sinfulnessdrives us to Him who can pardon and
when the soul, redizing its helplessiess reates out after Christ, He will reved Himself in
power. The more our sense of neal drives us to Him andto the word of God, the more exalted
views we shall have of His charader, and the more fully we shall refled Hisimage.

Chap. 8 - Growing Up Into Christ

The dhange of heat by which we become dildren of Godisin the Bible spoken of as birth.
Again, it is compared to the germination d the good seaed sown by the husbandman. In like
manner thase who are just converted to Christ are, "as new-born babes,” to "grow up' to the
stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. 1 Peter 2:2; Ephesians 4:15. Or li ke the good seed
sown in the field, they are to grow up and lring forth fruit. Isaiah says that they shall "be cdled
trees of righteousness the planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified.” Isaiah 61:3. So from
natural life, ill ustrations are drawn, to help us better to understand the mysterious truths of
spiritual life.

Not all the wisdom and skill of man can producelifein the smallest objed in nature. It isonly
through the life which God Himself has imparted, that either plant or animal can live. So it is
only through the life from God that spiritual life is begotten in the heats of men. Unlessaman is
"born from abowve," he caana beaome apartaker of the life which Christ came to give. John 33,
margin.

Aswith life, so it iswith growth. It is God who lrings the budto bloom and the flower to
fruit. It is by His power that the seed develops, "first the blade, then the ea, after that the full
corninthe ea." Mark 4:28. And the prophet Hoseasays of Israd, that "he shall grow asthelil y."
"They shall revive athe @rn, and grow asthevine." Hoseal4:5, 7.And Jesus bids us "consider

thelili eshow
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they grow." Luke 12:27. The plants and flowers grow nat by their own care or anxiety or effort,



but by receving that which God hes furnished to minister to their life. The diild canna, by any
anxiety or power of itsown, add to its gature. No more can you, by anxiety or effort of yourself,
seaure spiritual growth. The plant, the dhild, grows by receving from its surroundngs that which
ministerstoitslife --air, sunshine, and food. What these gifts of nature ae to animal and dant,
such is Christ to those whotrust in Him. He is their "everlasting light,” "asun and shield." Isaiah
60:19; Psalm 84:11.He shall be & "the dew unto Israd." "He shall come down like rain uponthe
mown grass" Hoseal4:5; Psalm 72:6. Heistheliving water, "the Bread of God . . .which
cometh dawvn from heaven, and giveth life unto the world." John 633.

In the matchlessgift of His Son, God hes encircled the whole world with an atmosphere of
grace ared asthe ar which circulates aroundthe globe. All who choaose to breahe this
life-giving atmosphere will li ve and grow up to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus.

Asthe flower turns to the sun, that the bright beams may aid in perfeding its beauty and
symmetry, so shoud we turn to the Sun d Righteousness that heaven's light may shine upon s,
that our charader may be developed into the likenessof Christ.

Jesus teadties the same thing when He says, "Abidein Me, and | in you. As the branch cannat
bea fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye aidein Me. . . .

Withou Meye
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can do nahing." John 154, 5.Youare just as dependent uponChrist, in order to live ahadly life,
asisthe branch uponthe parent stock for growth and fruitfulness Apart from Him you have no
life. You have no paver to resist temptation a to grow in grace ad hdiness Abiding in Him,
you may flourish. Drawing your life from Him, youwill not wither nor be fruitless Youwill be
like atreeplanted by the rivers of water.

Many have an ideathat they must do some part of the work alone. They have trusted in Christ
for the forgivenessof sin, bu now they seek by their own efforts to live aight. But every such
effort must fail . Jesus says, "Withou Meye can do nahing." Our growth in grace ou joy, ou
usefulness--all depend upon ouunionwith Christ. It is by communionwith Him, daily,
houly,--by abiding in Him, --that we aeto grow in grace Heisnot only the Author, bu the
Finisher of our faith. It is Christ first and last and always. Heisto be with us, na only at the
beginning and the end d our course, bu at every step of the way. David says, "l have set the
Lord aways before me: because Heis at my right hand, | shall not be moved.” Psalm 16:8.

Do you ask, "How am | to abide in Christ?" In the same way as youreceved Him at first. "As
ye have therefore receved Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him." "The just shall li ve by
faith." Colosgans 2:6; Hebrews 10:38. Y ou gave yourself to God, to be Hiswhally, to serve and
obey Him, and you took Christ as your Saviour. You could na yourself atone for your sins or

change your heat; but having gven
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yourself to God, you kelieve that He for Christ's sake did all thisfor you. By faith you becane
Christ's, and by faith you are to grow up in Him--by giving and taking. Y ou are to give all ,--your
heat, your will , your service--give yourself to Him to oley all His requirements; and you must
take all ,--Chrigt, the full nessof al blesang, to abide in your heat, to be your strength, your
righteousness your everlasting hel per,--to give you paver to okey.

Conseaate yourself to God in the morning; make this your very first work. Let your prayer be,
"Takeme, O Lord, aswhadly Thine. | lay al my plansat Thy fed. Use me today in Thy service



Abide with me, and let al my work be wrought in Thee" This isadaily matter. Each morning
conseaate yourself to God for that day. Surrender all your plansto Him, to be caried ou or
given upas His providence shall indicate. Thus day by day you may be giving your lifeinto the
hands of God, and thus your life will be molded more and more dter the life of Christ.

A lifein Christ isalife of restfulness There may be no ecstasy of feding, bu there shoud be
an abiding, peacéul trust. Your hopeisnat in yourself; it isin Christ. Y our weaknessis united to
His drength, your ignoranceto His wisdom, your frailty to His enduing might. So you are not to
look to yourself, nat to let the mind dwvell uponself, but look to Christ. Let the mind dwvell upon
Hislove, uponthe beauty, the perfedion, d His charader. Christ in His slf-denial, Christ in His
humiliation, Christ in
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His purity and hdiness Christ in His matchlesslove --thisis the subjed for the soul's
contemplation. It is by loving Him, copying Him, depending whally upcn Him, that you are to be
transformed into His likeness

Jesus says, "Abidein Me." These words convey the ideaof rest, stability, confidence Again
Heinvites,"Comeunto Me, . . .and | will giveyourest." Matthew 11:28. The words of the
psalmist expressthe same thowght: "Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him." And Isaiah
givesthe asaurance "In quetnessandin confidence shall be your strength.” Psalm 37:7; Isaiah
30:15. Thisrest isnat foundin inadivity; for in the Saviour's invitation the promise of rest is
united with the cdl to labor: "Take My yoke uponyou: . . .and ye shall findrest." Matthew
11:29. The heat that rests most fully uponChrist will be most earnest and adive in labor for
Him.

When the mind dvell s uponsalf, it is turned away from Christ, the source of strength and life.
Henceit is Satan's constant eff ort to keep the atention dverted from the Saviour and thus
prevent the union and communion d the soul with Christ. The pleasures of the world, life's cares
and perplexities and sorrows, the faults of others, or your own faults and imperfedions--to any or
al of these he will seek to dvert the mind. Do na be misled by his devices. Many who areredly
conscientious, and who desireto live for God, retoo dten leadsto dwell upontheir own faults

and we&knesses, and thus by separating them from Christ he hopesto
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gain the victory. We shoud na make self the center andinduge anxiety and fea asto whether
we shall be saved. All this turns the soul away from the Source of our strength. Commit the
keeping of your soul to God, and trust in Him. Talk and think of Jesus. Let self belost in Him.
Put away all doult; dismissyour feas. Say with the goostle Paul, "l live; yet not 1, but Christ
liveth in me: and the lifewhich | now livein theflesh | live by the faith of the Son d God, who
loved me, and gave Himself for me." Galatians 2:20. Rest in God. He is able to keep that which
you have coommitted to Him. If youwill | eave yourself in His hands, He will bring you df more
than conqueror through Him that has loved you.

When Christ took human nature uponHim, He bound hunanity to Himself by atie of love
that can never be broken by any power save the dhoice of man himself. Satan will constantly
present all urements to induce us to bre&k thistie--to choose to separate ourselves from Christ.
Here is where we neal to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose another
master; for we ae dways freeto dothis. But let us keep ou eyesfixed uponChrist, and He will
preserve us. Looking unto Jesus, we are safe. Nothing can pluck us out of His hand. In constantly



behading Him, we "are dhanged into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord." 2 Corinthians 3:18.

It was thus that the ealy disciples gained their likenessto the dea Saviour. When those
disciples head the words of Jesus, they felt their need of Him. They sought, they found,they
followed Him. They

73
were with Him in the house, at the table, in the doset, in the field. They were with Him as pupls
with ateader, daily recaving from Hislipslessons of haly truth. They looked to Him, as
servants to their master, to lean their duty. Those disciples were men "subjed to like passons as
we ae." James 5:17. They had the same battle with sin to fight. They needed the same grace in
order to live ahdly life.

Even John,the beloved dsciple, the one who most full y refleded the likenessof the Saviour,
did na naturally possessthat lovelinessof charader. He was not only self-assrtive and
ambitious for hona, bu impetuous, and resentful under injuries. But asthe dharader of the
Divine One was manifested to him, he saw his own deficiency and was humbled by the
knowledge. The strength and petience, the power and tenderness the majesty and meekness that
he beheld in the daily life of the Son d God, filled his soul with admiration and love. Day by day
his heat was drawn ou toward Christ, urtil he lost sight of self in love for his Master. His
resentful, ambiti ous temper was yielded to the molding power of Christ. The regenerating
influence of the Holy Spirit renewed his heat. The power of the love of Christ wrought a
transformation d charader. Thisisthe sure result of unionwith Jesus. When Christ abidesin the
heat, the whale nature is transformed. Christ's Spirit, His love, softens the heat, subdwes the
soul, and raises the thoughts and desires toward God and heaven.

When Christ ascended to heaven, the sense of His presencewas gill with Hisfoll owers. It

wasa
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personal presence, full of love and light. Jesus, the Saviour, who hed walked and talked and
prayed with them, who hed spoken hope and comfort to their heats, had, whil e the message of
peacewas gill uponHislips, been taken upfrom them into heaven, and the tones of Hisvoice
had come badk to them, asthe doud d angelsreceived Him--"Lo, | am with you away, even
unto the end d the world." Matthew 28:20. He had ascended to hearen in the form of humanity.
They knew that He was before the throne of God, their Friend and Saviour still; that His
sympathies were unchanged; that He was gill i dentified with suff ering humanity. He was
presenting before God the merits of His own predaous blood, showing His wounded hands and
fed, in remembrance of the price He had paid for His redeaned. They knew that He had
ascended to heaven to prepare places for them, and that He would come ajain and take them to
Himself.

Asthey met together after the ascension they were eger to present their requests to the Father
in the name of Jesus. In solemn awe they bowed in prayer, repeding the asaurance, "Whatsoever
ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nahingin My
name: ask, and ye shall receve, that your joy may be full." John 1623, 24.They extended the
hand d faith higher and hgher with the mighty argument, "It is Christ that died, yearather, that
isrisen again, whois even a theright hand d God, who also maketh intercessonfor us.”
Romans 8:34. And Penteaost brought them the presence of the Comforter, of whom
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Christ had said, He "shall bein you." And He had further said, "It is expedient for youthat | go
away: for if | go na away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send Him
unto you." John 1417; 16.7. Henceforth through the Spirit, Christ was to abide wntinually in the
heats of His children. Their unionwith Him was closer than when He was personall y with them.
Thelight, andlove, and pawver of the indwelli ng Christ shone out through them, so that men,
behad ding, "marveled; and they took knavledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.” Acts
4:13.

All that Christ was to the disciples, He desires to be to His children today; for in that last
prayer, with the littl e band d disciples gathered abou Him, He said, "Neither pray | for these
alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word." John 1720.

Jesus prayed for us, and He asked that we might be one with Him, even as He is one with the
Father. What aunionisthis! The Saviour has said of Himself, "The Son can do ndhing of
Himself;" "the Father that dwell eth in Me, He doeth the works.” John5:19; 14:10. Then if Christ
isdwelling in ou heats, He will work in us "bath to will andto do d Hisgood peasure.”

Phili ppians 2:13. We shall work as He worked; we shall manifest the same spirit. And thus,
loving Him and abiding in Him, we shall "grow upinto Him in all things, which is the heal, even
Christ." Ephesians 4:15.

Chap. 9 - TheWork and the Life

Godisthe sourceof life andlight and joy to the universe. Like rays of light from the sun, like
the streams of water bursting from aliving spring, blessngs flow out from Him to all His
credures. And wherever thelife of Godisin the heats of men, it will flow out to athersin love
and Hdessng.

Our Saviour's joy was in the uplifting and redemption d fallen men. For this He counted na
Hislife dea unto Himself, bu endured the aoss despising the shame. So angels are ever
engaged in working for the happinessof others. Thisistheir joy. That which selfish heats would
regard as humiliating service, ministering to thase who are wretched and in every way inferior in
charader and rank, isthe work of sinlessangels. The spirit of Christ's slf-saaificing loveisthe
spirit that pervades heaven and is the very eseenceof itsbliss Thisisthe spirit that Christ's
foll owers will passess the work that they will do.

When the love of Christ is enshrined in the heat, like swed fragranceit canna be hidden. Its
haly influencewill befelt by all with whom we @wme in contad. The spirit of Christ in the heat
islike aspring in the desert, flowing to refresh al and making those who are ready to perish,
egyer to drink of the water of life.

Love to Jesus will be manifested in a desire to work as He worked for the blessng and
uplifting of
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humanity. It will | ead to love, tenderness and sympathy toward all the creaures of our heavenly
Father's cae.

The Saviour'slife on eath was nat alife of esse and devotion to Himself, but He toil ed with
persistent, earnest, urtiring eff ort for the salvation d lost mankind. From the manger to Calvary
He foll owed the path o self-denial and sought not to be released from arduous tasks, painful



travels and exhausting care and labor. He said, "The Son d man came nat to be ministered urto,
but to minister, and to give Hislife aransom for many." Matthew 20:28. This was the one grea
objed of Hislife. Everything else was sondary and subservient. It was Hismea and dink to
dothewill of Godandto finish Hiswork. Self and self-interest had no frt in Hislabor.

So those who are the partakers of the graceof Christ will be ready to make any saaifice, that
others for whom He died may share the heavenly gift. They will do al they can to make the
world better for their stay init. This girit isthe sure outgrowth of asoul truly converted. No
soorer does one cme to Christ than thereisbornin his heat adesire to make known to athers
what apredous friend he has foundin Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth canna be shut up
in hisheat. If we ae dothed with the righteousnessof Christ and are fill ed with the joy of His
indwelli ng Spirit, we shall not be @leto hdd ou peace If we have tasted and seen that the Lord
isgoodwe shall have something to tell. Like Phili p when he foundthe Saviour, we shall i nvite
othersinto His presence We shall seek to present to them
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the atradions of Christ and the unseen rediti es of the world to come. There will be a intensity
of desireto follow in the path that Jesus trod. There will be an eanest longing that thase aound
us may "behaold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of theworld.” John 129.

Andthe dfort to blessotherswill read in blessngs upon ouselves. This was the purpaose of
Godin giving us apart to ad in the plan of redemption. He has granted men the privil ege of
bewoming partakers of the divine nature and, in their turn, d diffusing blessngs to their fell ow
men. Thisisthe highest hona, the gredest joy, that it is possble for God to bestow uponmen.
Those who thus beame participants in labors of love ae brought neaest to their Credor.

God might have committed the message of the gospel, and all the work of loving ministry, to
the heavenly angels. He might have employed ather means for acamplishing His purpose. But in
Hisinfinite love He dhose to make us co-workers with Himself, with Christ and the angels, that
we might share the blessng, the joy, the spiritual uplifting, which results from this unselfish
ministry.

We ae brought into sympathy with Christ through the fellowship o His sufferings. Every ad
of self-saaificefor the good d others drengthens the spirit of beneficencein the giver's heat,
alying him more dosely to the Redeaner of the world, who "wasrich, yet for your sakes. . .
becane poar, that ye through His poverty might berich." 2 Corinthians 8:9. Andit isonly aswe
thus fulfill the divine

80
purpcsein ou credionthat life can be ablessng to us.

If youwill gotowork as Christ designs that His disciples sall, and win souls for Him, you
will fed the need of a deeper experience and a greaer knowledge in dvine things, and will
hunger and thirst after righteousness Youwill plead with God, and your faith will be
strengthened, and your soul will drink degoer drafts at the well of salvation. Encourtering
oppaitionandtrials will drive youto the Bible and prayer. Youwill grow in grace adthe
knowledge of Christ, and will develop arich experience

The spirit of unselfish labor for others gives depth, stability, and Christlike loveli nessto the
charader, and lrings peace ad happinessto its possesor. The aspirations are devated. Thereis
no room for sloth or selfishness Those who thus exercise the Christian graces will grow and will
bemme strong to work for God. They will have dea spiritua perceptions, a stealy, growing



faith, and an increased paver in prayer. The Spirit of God, moving upontheir spirit, cdlsforth
the saaed harmonies of the soul in answer to the divine touch. Thase who thus devote
themselves to urselfish effort for the good d others are most surely working out their own
salvation.

The only way to grow in graceisto be disinterestedly doing the very work which Christ has
enjoined upon B--to engage, to the extent of our ability, in helping and dessng thase who reed
the help we can give them. Strength comes by exercise; adivity isthe very condtion o life.
Those who endearor to maintain Christian life by passvely accepting the blessngs that come

through the means of grace and
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doing nathing for Christ, are simply trying to live by eaing withou working. Andin the spiritual
asin the natural world, this always results in degeneration and cecgy. A man who would refuse to
exercise hislimbswould soonlose dl power to use them. Thus the Christian who will not
exercise his God-given powers not only failsto grow upinto Christ, but he loses the strength that
he dready had.

The dhurch of Christ is God's appanted agency for the salvation d men. Its missonisto
cary the gospel to the world. And the obligation rests uponall Christians. Everyone, to the
extent of histalent and oppatunity, isto fulfill t he Saviour's commisson. The love of Christ,
reveded to us, makes us debtors to al who knov Him nat. God hes given ws light, na for
ourselves alone, bu to shed uponthem.

If the foll owers of Christ were avake to duty, there would be thousands where thereis one
today proclaiming the gospel in heahen lands. And al who could na personally engage in the
work, would yet sustain it with their means, their sympathy, and their prayers. And there would
be far more eanest labor for soulsin Christian courtries.

We nedal na go to heahen lands, or even leave the narrow circle of the home, if it is there that
our duty lies, in arder to work for Christ. We can dothisin the home drcle, in the church, among
those with whom we asociate, and with whom we do bisiness

The greder part of our Saviour'slife on eath was gent in patient toil i n the capenter's sop

at Nazareth. Ministering angels attended the Lord of
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life & He walked side by side with peasants and laborers, urreagnized and unhonoed. He was
as faithfully fulfilli ng His misson whil e working at His humble trade & when He heded the sick
or walked uponthe storm-tossed waves of Galil ee So in the humblest duties and lowliest
pasitions of life, we may walk and work with Jesus.

The gostle says, "Let every man, wherein heis cdled, therein abide with God." 1 Corinthians
7:24. The businessman may condct his businessin away that will glorify his Master because of
hisfidelity. If heisatrue follower of Christ hewill cary hisreligioninto everything that is dore
and reved to men the spirit of Christ. The medanic may be adili gent and faithful representative
of Him whotoiled in the lowly walks of life anong the hill s of Galil ee Everyone who rames the
name of Christ shoud so work that others, by seang his goodworks, may be led to glorify their
Credor and Redeamer.

Many have excused themselves from rendering their gifts to the service of Christ because
others were possessed o superior endovments and advantages. The opinion hes prevail ed that
only thase who are espedally talented are required to conseaate their abiliti es to the service of



God. It has come to be understood by many that talents are given to orly a cetain favored class
to the exclusion d otherswho d course ae not cdled uponto share in the toil s or the rewards.
But it isnat so represented in the parable. When the master of the house cdled his ®rvants, he
gave to every man his work.

With aloving spirit we may perform life's
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humblest duties "as to the Lord." Colosgans 3:23.1f the love of Godisin the heat, it will be
manifested in the life. The swed savor of Christ will surround s, and ou influencewill elevate
and dess

Youare not to wait for grea occasions or to exped extraordinary abiliti es before you go to
work for God. You reed na have athought of what the world will think of you. If your daily life
isatestimony to the purity and sincerity of your faith, and ahers are mwnvinced that you desire to
benefit them, your efforts will not be whally lost.

The humblest and poaest of the disciples of Jesus can be ablessng to athers. They may not
redize that they are doing any speda good, bu by their unconscious influencethey may start
waves of blesgng that will widen and degoen, and the blessed results they may never know urtil
the day of final reward. They do nd fed or know that they are doing anything gred. They are nat
required to weay themselves with anxiety abou success They have only to go forward quietly,
doing faithfully the work that God's providence asgns, andtheir life will not bein vain. Their
own souls will be growing more and more into the likenessof Christ; they are workers together
with Godin thislife and are thusfitti ng for the higher work and the unshadowed joy of thelifeto
come.

Chap. 10 - A Knowledge of God

Many are the ways in which Godis ®eking to make Himself known to us and kring usinto
communion with Him. Nature spe&ksto ou senses withou ceaing. The open heat will be
impressed with the love and glory of God as reveded through the works of His hands. The
listening ea can hea and uncderstand the ommunications of God through the things of nature.
The green fields, the lofty trees, the buds and flowers, the pasgng cloud,the falli ng rain, the
babbling brook, the glories of the heavens, spe& to ou heats, andinvite usto become
aquainted with Him who made them all.

Our Saviour bound upHis predous lesons with the things of nature. The trees, the birds, the
flowers of the vall eys, the hill s, the lakes, and the beautiful heavens, as well as the incidents and
surroundngs of daily life, were dl li nked with the words of truth, that His lessons might thus be
often recdl ed to mind, even amid the busy cares of man'slife of tail.

Godwould have His children appredate His works and celight in the simple, quiet beauty
with which He has adorned ou eathly home. Heisalover of the beautiful, and abowe dl that is
outwardly attradive He loves beauty of charader; He would have us cultivate purity and
simplicity, the quiet graces of the flowers.

If wewill but listen, God's creaed works will teat us preaous lesons of obedience and

trust.
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From the stars that in their tradklesscourses through spacefoll ow from age to age their appanted



path, dovn to the minutest atom, the things of nature obey the Creaor's will . And God cares for
everything and sustains everything that He has creaed. He who uphadds the unnumbered worlds
throughou immensity, at the same time cares for the wants of the littl e brown sparrow that sings
its humble song withou fea. When men go forth to their daily toil, as when they engage in
prayer; when they lie down at night, and when they rise in the morning; when the rich man feasts
in hispalace or when the poa man gathers his children abou the scanty board, ead is tenderly
watched by the hearenly Father. No teas are shed that God daes not natice Thereisno smile
that He does not mark.

If wewould bu fully believe this, al undue anxieties would be dismissed. Our lives would
not be so fill ed with disappantment as now; for everything, whether grea or small, would be left
in the hands of God, whois not perplexed by the multi plicity of cares, or overwhelmed by their
weight. We shoud then enjoy arest of soul to which many have long been strangers.

Asyour senses delight in the dtradive lovelinessof the eath, think of the world that isto
come, that shall never know the blight of sin and deah; where the faceof nature will no more
wea the shadow of the airse. Let your imagination gcture the home of the saved, and remember
that it will be more glorious than your brightest imagination can patray. In the varied gifts of
God in nature we seebut the faintest
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gleaming of Hisglory. It iswritten, "Eye hath na seen, na ea head, reither have entered into
the heat of man, the things which God heth prepared for them that love Him." 1 Corinthians 2:9.

The poet and the naturali st have many things to say abou nature, bu it is the Christian who
enjoys the beauty of the eath with the highest appredation, kecaise he reaognizes his Father's
handiwork and perceives Hislovein flower and shrub and tree. No ore can fully appredate the
significanceof hill and vale, river and seg who daes not look uponthem as an expresson o
Godslove to man.

God spe&ks to usthrough His providential workings and through the influence of His Spirit
uponthe heat. In ou circumstances and surroundngs, in the danges daily taking place aound
us, we may find predous lesonsif our heats are but open to ciscern them. The psalmist, tradng
the work of God's providence, says, "The eath isfull of the goodressof the Lord." "Whaso is
wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the loving-kindnessof the Lord."
Psalm 33:5; 107:43.

God spe&sto usin Hisword. Here we have in cleaer linesthe revelation o His charader, of
His dedings with men, and the grea work of redemption. Here is open before us the history of
patriarchs and prophets and aher haly men of old. They were men "subjed to like passons aswe
are." James 5:17.We seehow they strugged through discouragements like our own, haw they
fell under temptation as we have dore, and yet took heat again and conquered through the grace
of God; and, kehalding, we ae
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encouraged in ou striving after righteousness Aswereal o the predous experiences granted
them, of the light and love and desang it was theirs to enjoy, and d the work they wrought
through the gracegiven them, the spirit that inspired them kindles aflame of haly emulationin
our heatsand adesireto be like them in charader--like them to walk with God.

Jesus said of the Old Testament Scriptures,--and hav much more isit true of the New,--"They
are they which testify of Me," the Redeamer, Him in whom our hopes of eternal life ae centered.



John 539.Yes, the whole Bible tell s of Christ. From the first record of credion--for "withou
Him was not anything made that was made”--to the dosing promise, "Behald, | come quickly,"
we aerealing of Hisworks and listening to His voice John 13; Revelation 2212. If youwould
becmme aguainted with the Saviour, study the Holy Scriptures.

Fill the whole heat with the words of God. They are the living water, quenching your burning
thirst. They are the living bread from heaven. Jesus dedares, "Except ye ed the flesh of the Son
of man, and dink Hisblood,ye have nolifein you.!" And He explains Himself by saying, "The
words that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." John 653, 63.0ur bodes are built
up from what we ed and dink; and asin the natural econamy, so in the spiritual econamy: it is
what we meditate upor that will givetone and strength to ou spiritual nature.

The theme of redemptionis one that the angels desire to lookinto; it will be the science and

the song of the redeemed throughou the ceaelessages of
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eternity. Isit nat worthy of careful thought and study now? The infinite mercy and love of Jesus,
the saaificemade in ou behalf, cdl for the most serious and solemn refledion. We shoud dwell
uponthe dharader of our dea Redeaner and Intercessor. We shoud meditate uponthe misson
of Him who came to save His people from their sins. As we thus contemplate heavenly themes,
our faith andlove will grow stronger, and ou prayers will be more and more accetable to God,
because they will be more and more mixed with faith and love. They will be intelli gent and
fervent. There will be more constant confidencein Jesus, and adalily, living experiencein His
power to save to the uttermost al that come unto God by Him.

Aswe meditate uponthe perfedions of the Saviour, we shall desire to be whally transformed
and renewed in the image of His purity. There will be ahurngering and thirsting of soul to
beame like Him whom we alore. The more our thoughts are uponChrist, the more we shall
sped of Him to athers and represent Him to the world.

The Bible was nat written for the schdar alone; onthe @ntrary, it was designed for the
common people. The gred truths necessary for salvation are made & clea as noondyy; and nore
will mistake and lose their way except thase who foll ow their own judgment instead o the
plainly reveded will of God.

We shoud na take the testimony of any man as to what the Scriptures tead, bu shoud study
the words of God for ourselves. If we dlow othersto do ou thinking, we shall have aippled
energies and
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contraded abiliti es. The nolde powers of the mind may be so dwarfed by lad of exercise on
themes worthy of their concentration as to lose their ability to grasp the deg meaning of the
word of God. Themindwill enlargeif it is employed in traang out the relation d the subjeds of
the Bible, comparing scripture with scripture and spiritual things with spiritual.

There is nothing more cdculated to strengthen the intelled than the study of the Scriptures.
No aher bookis 9 pdent to elevate the thoughts, to give vigor to the faaulti es, as the broad,
ennoMding truths of the Bible. If God's word were studied asit shoud be, men would have a
breadth of mind, anohility of charader, and a stability of purpose rarely seen in these times.

But thereis but littl e benefit derived from a hasty reading of the Scriptures. One may read the
whole Bible through and yet fall to seeits beauty or comprehend its degp and hidden meaning.
One passage studied urtil its sgnificanceis clea to the mind and its relation to the plan of



salvationis evident, is of more value than the perusal of many chapters with no dfinite purpose
in view and no paitive instruction gained. Ke your Bible with you. As you have oppatunity,
real it; fix the textsin your memory. Even whil e you are walking the stree's you may read a
passage and meditate uponit, thusfixing it in the mind.

We caina obtain wisdom withou eanest attention and prayerful study. Some portions of
Scripture aeindeed too dain to be misunderstood, bu there ae others whose meaning does not
lie onthe surfaceto be seen at aglance Scripture must be
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compared with scripture. There must be caeful reseach and prayerful refledion. And such study
will berichly repaid. Asthe miner discovers veins of preaous metal conceded beneeth the
surfaceof the eath, so will he who perseveringly seaches the word of God as for hid treasure
find truths of the greaest value, which are cnceded from the view of the caeless eker. The
words of ingpiration, ponared in the heat, will be & streans flowing from the fourtain o life.

Never shoud the Bible be studied withou prayer. Before opening its pages we shoud ask for
the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, and it will be given. When Nathanad came to Jesus, the
Saviour exclamed, "Behald an Isradite indeed, in whom isno guile!" Nathanad said, "Whence
knowest Thoume?' Jesus answered, "Before that Phili p cdled theg when thouwast under the
fig treg | saw thee" John 147, 48.And Jesus will seeus aso inthe seaet places of prayer if we
will seek Him for light that we may know what is truth. Angels from the world o light will be
with thase whoin humility of heat seek for divine guidance

The Holy Spirit exalts and glorifies the Saviour. It isHis officeto present Christ, the purity of
His righteousness and the grea salvation that we have through Him. Jesus says, "He shall
recave of Mine, and shall show it unto you." John 1614. The Spirit of truth isthe only effedual
teader of divine truth. How must God estean the human race since He gave His Sonto de for
them and appants His Spirit to be man'steater and continual guide!

Chap. 11 - The Privilege of Prayer

Through nature and revelation, through His providence, and by the influence of His Spirit,
God spe&sto us. But these ae not enough; we need also to pou out our heatsto Him. In arder
to have spiritua life and energy, we must have adual intercourse with ou heavenly Father. Our
minds may be drawn ou toward Him; we may meditate uponHis works, His mercies, His
blessngs; but thisis nat, in the full est sense, communing with Him. In order to commune with
God, we must have something to say to Him concerning our adudl life.

Prayer is the opening of the heat to God asto afriend. Not that it isnecessary in order to
make known to God what we ae, bu in order to enable us to receve Him. Prayer does not bring
God dawvn to us, bu brings us up to Him.

When Jesus was uponthe eath, He taught His disciples how to pray. He direded them to
present their dail y needs before God, andto cast al their care uponHim. And the ssurance He
gave them that their petitions shoud be head, is asaurance dso to us.

Jesus Himself, whil e He dwelt among men, was often in prayer. Our Saviour identified
Himself with ou needs and weakness in that He becane asuppiant, a petiti oner, seeking from
His Father fresh supgies of strength, that He might come forth braced for duty andtrial. Heis
our examplein al things. Heis abrother in ou infirmities, "in al pointstempted like s we ae;"



but as the sinlessone His
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nature recoil ed from evil; He endured strugges and torture of soul inaworld of sin. His
humanity made prayer a necessty and a privilege. He foundcomfort and joy in communion with
His Father. Andif the Saviour of men, the Son d God, felt the need o prayer, how much more
shoud feddle, sinful mortals fed the necessty of fervent, constant prayer.

Our heavenly Father waits to bestow upon s the full nessof His blessng. It isour privil ege to
drink largely at the fourtain of boundesslove. What awondker it isthat we pray so littl el Godis
ready and willi ng to hea the sincere prayer of the humblest of His children, and yet there is much
manifest reluctanceon ou part to make known ou wants to God. What can the angels of heaven
think of poa helplesshuman beings, who are subjed to temptation, when God's heat of infinite
love yeans toward them, realy to give them more than they can ask or think, and yet they pray so
littl e and have so littl e faith? The angels love to bav before God; they love to be nea Him. They
regard communion with God as their highest joy; and yet the dhildren of eath, who reed so
much the help that God orly can give, seem satisfied to walk withou the light of His Spirit, the
companionship o His presence

The darknessof the evil one encloses those who regled to pray. The whispered temptations
of the enemy enticethem to sin; and it is al because they do nd make use of the privil eges that
God hes given them in the divine gppantment of prayer. Why shoud the sons and daughters of
God ke reluctant to pray, when prayer isthe key in the hand o faith to urlock heaven's

storehouse, where ae treasured
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the boundessresources of Omnipatence? Withou unceasing prayer and dli gent watching we ae
in danger of growing carelessand d deviating from the right path. The alversary seeks
continually to olstruct the way to the mercy sed, that we may not by eanest supdicaionand
faith oltain grace ad paver to resist temptation.

There ae cetain condtions uponwhich we may exped that God will hea and answer our
prayers. One of thefirst of theseisthat we fed our need of help from Him. He has promised, "I
will pour water upon hm that is thirsty, and floods uponthe dry ground’' Isaiah 443. Thase who
hunger and thirst after righteousness who long after God, may be sure that they will befill ed.
The heat must be open to the Spirit's influence, or God's blessng canna be receved.

Our greda nedl isitself an argument and deads most e oquently in ou behalf. But the Lord is
to be sought unto to dothese things for us. He says, "Ask, and it shall be given you." And"He
that spared na Hisown Son, bu delivered Him up for us all, how shall He nat with Him also
fredy give us al things?' Matthew 7:7; Romans 8:32.

If weregard iniquity in ou heats, if we ding to any known sin, the Lord will not hea us; but
the prayer of the penitent, contrite soul is aways acceted. When all known wrongs are righted,
we may believe that God will answer our petitions. Our own merit will never commend wsto the
favor of God; it isthe worthinessof Jesus that will save us, His bloodthat will cleanse us; yet we

have awork to doin complying with the condtions of accetance
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Another element of prevaili ng prayer isfaith. "He that cometh to God must believe that He s,
andthat Heis arewarder of them that dili gently seek Him." Hebrews 11:6. Jesus said to His



disciples, "What things sever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receve them, and ye shall
have them." Mark 11:24. Do we take Him at His word?

The asauranceis broad and udimited, and He is faithful who hes promised. When we do nd
recave the very things we asked for, at the time we ak, we ae still to believe that the Lord heas
and that He will answer our prayers. We ae so erring and short-sighted that we sometimes ask
for things that would na be ablessng to us, and ou heavenly Father in love answers our prayers
by giving us that which will be for our highest good-that which we ourselves would desire if
with vision dvinely enlightened we @muld see # things asthey redly are. When ou prayers
sean nat to be answered, we ae to cling to the promise; for the time of answering will surely
come, and we shall recave the blesang we neal most. But to claim that prayer will always be
answered in the very way and for the particular thing that we desire, is presumption. God istoo
wiseto err, and too goodto withhdd any goodthing from them that walk uprightly. Then do na
fea to trust Him, even thouwgh you do no seethe immediate answer to your prayers. Rely upon
His aure promise, "Ask, andit shall be given you."

If wetake aounsal with ou doulds andfeas, or try to solve everything that we caana see
clealy, before we have faith, perplexitieswill only increase
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and cegoen. But if we come to God, feding helplessand dependent, asweredly are, andin
humble, trusting faith make known ou wants to Him whaose knowledge is infinite, who sees
everything in creaion, and who governs everything by Hiswill andword, He can and will attend
to ou cry, andwill | et light shine into ou heats. Through sincere prayer we ae brought into
conredion with the mind d the Infinite. We may have no remarkable evidence d the time that
the faceof our Redeamer is bending over usin compasson and love, bu thisis even so. We may
nat fed Hisvisible touch, bu Hishandisupon wsinlove and ptying tenderness

When we come to ask mercy and Hessng from God we shoud have aspirit of love and
forgivenessin ou own heats. How can we pray, "Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors,” and yet induge an urforgiving spirit? Matthew 6:12. If we exped our own prayersto
be heard we must forgive others in the same manner and to the same extent as we hope to be
forgiven.

Perseverancein prayer has been made a ondtion d receving. We must pray alwaysif we
would grow in faith and experience We aeto be "instant in prayer,” to "continuein prayer, and
watch in the same with thanksgiving." Romans 12:12;, Colossans 4:2. Peter exhorts believers to
be "sober, and watch urto prayer.” 1 Peter 4:7. Paul direds, "In everything by prayer and
supgicaionwith thanksgiving let your requests be made known urto God." Phili ppians 4:6. "But
ye, beloved," says Jude, "praying in the Holy Ghaost, keg yourselves in the love of God." Jude
20, 21.
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Unceasing prayer isthe unbroken urion d the soul with God, so that life from God flows into
our life; and from our life, puity and hdinessflow badk to God.

There is necessty for diligencein prayer; let nothing hinder you. Make every effort to kegp
open the ammmunion between Jesus and your own soul. Seek every oppatunity to go where
prayer iswont to be made. Those who are redly seeking for communion with God will be seenin
the prayer meding, faithful to dotheir duty and eanest and anxious to reg al the benefits they
can gain. They will im prove every oppatunity of pladng themselves where they can receve the



rays of light from heaven.

We shoud pray in the family circle, and above dl we must not negled seaet prayer, for this
isthelife of the soul. It isimpassble for the soul to flourish whil e prayer is negleded. Family or
pubic prayer alone is not sufficient. In solitude let the soul be laid open to the inspeding eye of
God. Seaet prayer isto be head orly by the prayer-heaing God. No curious ea isto recave the
burden of such petitions. In seaet prayer the soul is freefrom surroundng influences, freefrom
excitement. Calmly, yet fervently, will it read ou after God. Swed and abiding will be the
influence eamanating from Him who seeh in seaet, whose ea isopen to hea the prayer arising
from the heat. By cdm, simple faith the soul holds communion with God and gathersto itself
rays of divine light to strengthen and sustain it in the cnflict with Satan. God is our tower of
strength.

Pray in your closet, and as you go abou your daily labor let your heat be often udifted to

God.
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It was thus that Enoch walked with God. These sil ent prayersrise like predous incense before
the throne of grace Satan canna overcome him whose heat isthus sayed uponGod.

Thereisnotimeor placein which it isinappropriate to dffer up a petitionto God. There is
nothing that can prevent us from lifting up ou heatsin the spirit of eanest prayer. In the aowds
of the stred, in the midst of a businessengagement, we may send upa petitionto God and dea
for divine guidance, as did Nehemiah when he made his request before King Artaxerxes. A closet
of communion may be foundwherever we ae. We shoud have the doa of the heat open
continually and ou invitation going up that Jesus may come and abide & a heavenly guest in the
soul.

Although there may be atainted, corrupted atmosphere aound s, we neal na breaheits
miasma, bu may livein the pure ar of heaven. We may close every doar to impure imaginings
and unhay thoughts by lifting the soul into the presence of God through sincere prayer. Those
whose heats are open to recave the suppat and dessang of God will walk inahdlier
atmosphere than that of eath and will have cnstant communionwith heaven.

We neeal to have more distinct views of Jesus and afull er comprehension d the value of
eternal rediti es. The beauty of hdinessisto fill t he heats of God's chil dren; and that this may be
acomplished, we shoud seek for divine disclosures of heavenly things.

Let the soul be drawn ou and upvard, that God may grant us abreah o the heavenly
atmosphere. We may keep so nea to God that in every unexpeded
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trial our thoughts will turn to Him as naturally as the flower turnsto the sun.

Keg your wants, your joys, your sorrows, your cares, and your feas before God. Y ou canna
burden Him; you canna weay Him. He who numbers the hairs of your head isnat indifferent to
the wants of His children."The Lord is very pitiful, and d tender mercy.” James 5:11. His heat
of love istouched by our sorrows and even by our utterances of them. Take to Him everything
that perplexesthe mind. Nothing istoo gred for Him to bea, for He holds up worlds, He rules
over al the dfairs of the universe. Nothing that in any way concerns our peaces too small for
Him to naice Thereisno chapter in ou experiencetoo dark for Him to read; thereisno
perplexity too dfficult for Him to urravel. No cdamity can befall the least of His children, no
anxiety harassthe soul, nojoy chea, nosincere prayer escgpe the lips, of which ou heavenly



Father is unolservant, or in which He takes no immediate interest. "He hedeth the broken in
heat, and bhindeth uptheir wounds." Psalm 147:3. The relations between God and ead soul are
asdistinct and full asthough there were not another soul uponthe eath to share His watchcare,
nat another soul for whom He gave His beloved Son.

Jesus said, "Yeshall ask in My name: and | say nat unto you, that | will pray the Father for
you: for the Father Himself loveth you." "I have dhasen you: . . . that whatsoever ye shall ask of
the Father in My name, He may giveit you." John 1626, 27, 15:16. But to pray in the name of
Jesus is mething more than a mere mention d that name & the beginning
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andthe ending of aprayer. It isto pray in the mind and spirit of Jesus, while we believe His
promises, rely uponHis grace and work His works.

God daes not mean that any of us sroud becme hermits or monks and retire from the world
in order to devote ourselvesto ads of worship. The life must be like Christ's li fe--between the
mourtain and the multitude. He who daes nathing but pray will soonceaeto pray, or his prayers
will become aformal routine. When men take themselves out of social life, away from the sphere
of Christian duy and crossbeaing; when they cease to work earnestly for the Master, who
worked eanestly for them, they lose the subjea matter of prayer and have no incentive to
devotion. Their prayers become personal and selfish. They canna pray in regard to the wants of
humanity or the upbulding of Christ's kingdom, pleading for strength wherewith to work.

We sustain alosswhen we negled the privil ege of associating together to strengthen and
encourage one ancther in the service of God. The truths of Hisword lose their vividnessand
importancein ou minds. Our heats cease to be enlightened and aroused by their sanctifying
influence, and we dedinein spirituality. In ou asociation as Christians we lose much by ladk of
sympathy with ore aaather. He who shuts himself up to hmself is nat filli ng the paositi on that
God designed he shoud. The proper cultivation d the social elementsin ou nature brings us
into sympathy with athers andis a means of development and strength to usin the service of
God.

If Christians would asociate together, spesing to ead aher of the love of God and d the
predous
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truths of redemption, their own heats would be refreshed and they would refresh ore ancther.
We may be daily learning more of our heavenly Father, gaining a fresh experience of His grace
then we shall desire to spe&k of Hislove; and as we do this, ou own heatswill be warmed and
encouraged. If we thought and talked more of Jesus, and lessof self, we shoud have far more of
His presence

If wewould bu think of God as often as we have eridenceof His care for us we shoud keegp
Him ever in ou thoughts and shoud delight to talk of Him andto praise Him. We tak of
temporal things becaise we have an interest in them. Wetalk of our friends becaise we love
them; our joys and ou sorrows are bound upwith them. Y et we have infinitely greaer reasonto
love God than to love our eathly friends; it shoud be the most natural thing in the world to make
Him first in al our thoughts, to talk of His goodressandtell of His power. Therich gifts He has
bestowed upon 8 were not intended to absorb ou thowghts and love so much that we shoud
have nathing to give to God; they are anstantly to remind ws of Him andto bind wsin bond of
love and gratitude to our heavenly Benefador. We dwell too rea the lowlands of eath. Let us



raise our eyesto the open doa of the sanctuary abowve, where the light of the glory of God shines
in the faceof Christ, who"is able dso to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
Him." Hebrews 7:25.

We nedl to praise God more "for His goodress and for His wonderful works to the dildren

of men." Psalm 107:8. Our devotional exercises sroud na
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consist whally in asking and receving. Let us nat be dways thinking of our wants and rever of
the benefits we recaeve. We do nd pray any too much, bu we ae too sparing of giving thanks.
We aethe mnstant redpients of God's mercies, and yet how littl e gratitude we express, how
littl e we praise Him for what He has dore for us.

Anciently the Lord bede Israd, when they met together for His srvice "Ye shall ea before
the Lord your God, and ye shall rgjoicein all that ye put your hand urto, ye and your househalds,
wherein the Lord thy God heth blessed thee™" Deuteronamy 12:7. That which is dore for the
glory of God shoud be dore with cheafulness with songs of praise and thanksgiving, na with
sadnessand gloom.

Our Godis atender, merciful Father. His srviceshoud na belooked uponas a
heat-saddening, distresang exercise. It shoud be apleasure to worship the Lord and to take part
in Hiswork. God would na have His children, for whom so grea salvation has been provided,
ad asif Hewere ahard, exading taskmaster. He is their best friend, and when they worship
Him, He expedsto be with them, to blessand comfort them, filli ng their heats with joy and
love. The Lord desires His children to take comfort in His gervice and to find more pleasure than
hardship in Hiswork. He desires that those who come to worship Him shall carry away with
them predous thoughts of His care and love, that they may be dheeed in al the enployments of
daily life, that they may have graceto ded honrestly and faithfully in all things.

We must gather abou the aoss Christ and Him
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crucified shoud be the theme of contemplation, d conversation, and d our most joyful emotion.
We shoud ke in ou thoights every blessng we receve from God, and when we redize His
gred love we shoud be willi ng to trust everything to the hand that was nail ed to the aossfor us.

The soul may ascend reaer hearen onthe wings of praise. God is worshiped with song and
music in the courts above, and as we expressour gratitude we ae gproximating to the worship
of the heavenly haosts. "Whoso difereth praise glorifieth” God. Psalm 50:23. Let us with reverent
joy come before our Credor, with "thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.” Isaiah 51:3.

Chap. 12 - What to Do with Doubt

Many, espedally thase who are young in the Christian life, are & times troutded with the
suggestions of skepticism. There ae in the Bible many things which they canna explain, a even
understand, and Satan employs these to shake their faith in the Scriptures as arevelation from
God. They ask, "How shall | know the right way? If the Bible isindeed the word of God, hav
can | befreed from these doulds and perplexiti es?”

God rever asks usto believe, withou giving sufficient evidence uponwhich to base our faith.
His existence, His charader, the truthfulnessof Hisword, are dl established by testimony that
appedsto ou reason; and thistestimony is abundant. Yet God hes never removed the passhbility



of doult. Our faith must rest uponevidence na demonstration. Those who wish to doult will
have oppatunity; while those whoredly desire to knaw the truth will find denty of evidenceon
which to rest their faith.

It isimpossble for finite minds fully to comprehend the dharader or the works of the Infinite
One. To the keenest intell ed, the most highly educated mind, that holy Being must ever remain
clothed in mystery. "Canst thou by seaching find ou God? canst thoufind ou the Almighty unto
perfedion? It is as high as heaven; what canst thou d& deeper than hell; what canst thou knav?’

Job 117, 8.
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The gostle Paul exclaims, "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God how unseachable ae Hisjudgments, and His ways past finding out!" Romans 11:33. But
though "clouds and darknessare roundabou Him," "righteousnessand judgment are the
foundation d Histhrone." Psalm 97:2, R.V. We can so far comprehend His dedings with us, and
the motives by which He is aduated, that we may discern boundiesslove and mercy united to
infinite power. We can understand as much of His purposes asit isfor our goodto know; and
beyondthis we must still trust the hand that is omnipotent, the heat that isfull of love.

Theword of God, likethe dharader of its divine Author, presents mysteries that can never be
fully comprehended by finite beings. The entrance of sin into the world, the incarnation d Christ,
regeneration, the resurredion, and many other subjeds presented in the Bible, are mysteries too
deep for the human mind to explain, a even fully to comprehend. But we have no reason to
doult Godsword becaise we canna understand the mysteries of His providence In the natural
world we ae @nstantly surrounded with mysteries that we canna fathom. The very humblest
forms of life present a problem that the wisest of philosophersis powerlessto explain.
Everywhere ae wonders beyond ou ken. Shoud we then be surprised to find that in the spiritual
world a<o there ae mysteries that we caana fathom? The difficulty lies lely in the wegness
and rarrownessof the human mind. God hes given us in the Scriptures sufficient evidence of
their divine dharader, andwe aenat to
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doult Hisword becaise we canna understand all the mysteries of His providence

The gostle Peter says that there ae in Scripture "things hard to be understood, which they
that are unlearned and urstable wrest . . . urto their own destruction.” 2 Peter 3:16. The
difficulties of Scripture have been urged by skeptics as an argument against the Bible; but so far
from this, they constitute astrong evidence of its divine inspiration. If it contained noac®urt of
God bu that which we could easily comprehend; if His greanessand majesty could be grasped
by finite minds, then the Bible would na bea the unmistakable aedentials of divine authority.
The very grandeur and mystery of the themes presented shoud inspire faith in it as the word of
God.

The Bible unfolds truth with a simplicity and a perfed adaptation to the needs and longings of
the human heat, that has astonished and charmed the most highly culti vated minds, whil e it
enables the humblest and urcultured to discern the way of salvation. And yet these smply stated
truths lay had uponsubjeds 0 elevated, so far-reading, so infinitely beyondthe power of
human comprehension, that we can accept them only because God hes dedared them. Thus the
plan of redemptionislaid open to us, so that every soul may seethe steps heisto takein



repentancetoward God and faith toward ou Lord Jesus Christ, in order to be saved in God's
appanted way; yet beneah these truths, so easily understood, lie mysteries that are the hiding of
His glory--mysteries that overpower the mindin its reseach, yet inspire the sincere seeker for

truth with reverence andfaith. The more
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he seaches the Bible, the deeoer is his conviction that it isthe word dof the living God, and
human reason baws before the majesty of divine revelation.

To acknowledge that we caana fully comprehend the grea truths of the Bible is only to admit
that the finite mind is inadequate to grasp the infinite; that man, with hislimited, human
knowledge, canna understand the purpases of Omniscience

Because they cannat fathom all it s mysteries, the skeptic andthe infidel rgged God's word;
and nd all who professto believe the Bible ae freefrom danger onthis paint. The gaostle says,
"Take hee, lrethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heat of unbelief, in departing from the
living God." Hebrews 3:12. It isright to study closely the teadings of the Bible andto seach
into "the deep things of God" so far asthey are reveded in Scripture. 1 Corinthians 2:10. While
"the searet things belong unto the Lord our God," "those things which are reveded belong unto
us." Deuteronamy 29:29. But it is Satan's work to pervert the investigative powers of the mind. A
cetain prideis mingled with the cnsideration o Bible truth, so that men fed impatient and
defeaed if they canna explain every portion o Scripture to their satisfadion. It istoo
humili ating to them to adknowledge that they do nd understand the inspired words. They are
unwilli ng to wait patiently until God shall seefit to reved the truth to them. They fed that their
unaided human wisdom is sufficient to enable them to comprehend the Scripture, and faili ng to
dothis, they virtualy deny its authority. It istrue that many theories and dactrines popuarly
suppased to be derived from the Bible have no foundationiin its teading, and indeed are
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contrary to the whaole tenor of inspiration. These things have been a caise of doult and perplexity
to many minds. They are nat, however, chargeable to God's word, but to man's perversion d it.

If it were passble for creaed beingsto attain to afull understanding of God and His works,
then, having readed this paint, there would be for them no further discovery of truth, nogrowth
in knowvledge, nofurther development of mind a heat. God would nolonger be supreme; and
man, having readed the limit of knowledge and attainment, would cease to advance Let us
thank Godthat it isnot so. Godisinfinite; in Him are "all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge." Colossans 2:3. Andto all eternity men may be ever seaching, ever leaning, and
yet never exhaust the treasures of His wisdom, His goodress and His power.

Godintends that even in thislife the truths of Hisword shall be ever unfolding to His people.
Thereis only one way in which this knowledge can be obtained. We can attain to an
understanding of God's word only through the ill umination o that Spirit by which the word was
given. "The things of God knaveth noman, but the Spirit of God;" "for the Spirit seacheth all
things, yeg the deep things of God." 1 Corinthians 2:11, 10.And the Saviour's promise to His
foll owers was, "When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guideyouinto all truth. . . .For He
shall receve of Mine, and shall show it unto you." John 1613, 14.

God desires man to exercise his reasoning powers; and the study of the Bible will strengthen

and elevate the mind as no aher study can. Yet we aeto beware
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of deifying reason, which is subjed to the weaknessand infirmity of humanity. If we would na
have the Scriptures clouded to ou understanding, so that the plainest truths sall not be
comprehended, we must have the simplicity and faith of alittl e diild, ready to lean, and
beseeding the ad of the Holy Spirit. A sense of the power and wisdom of God, and o our
inability to comprehend His greaness shoud inspire us with humility, and we shoud open His
word, as we would enter His presence, with hdy awe. When we come to the Bible, reason must
adknowledge an authority superior to itself, and heat andintelled must bow to the grea | AM.
There ae many things apparently difficult or obscure, which God will make plain and simple
to those who thus &k an understanding of them. But withou the guidance of the Holy Spirit we
shall be cntinually liable to wrest the Scriptures or to misinterpret them. There is much readling
of the Bible that is withou profit and in many cases a positive injury. When the word of Godis
opened withou reverence and withou prayer; when the thoughts and affedions are not fixed
uponGod, a in harmony with Hiswill, the mindis clouded with doulis; and in the very study of
the Bible, skepticism strengthens. The enemy takes control of the thoughts, and he suggests
interpretations that are not corred. Whenever men are not in word and deed seeking to bein
harmony with God, then, hovever leaned they may be, they are liable to err in their
understanding of Scripture, andit is nat safe to trust to their explanations. Those who lookto the

Scripturesto find dscrepancies, have not spiritual
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insight. With distorted vision they will seemany causes for doult and unlelief in things that are
redly plain and simple.

Disguise it asthey may, the red cause of doult and skepticism, in most cases, is the love of
sin. The teatings and restrictions of God's word are not welcome to the proud, sin-loving heat,
and those who are unwilli ng to oley its requirements are ready to doult its authority. In order to
arrive d truth, we must have asincere desire to knaw the truth and a willi ngnessof heat to okey
it. And all whocomein this sirit to the study of the Bible will find abundant evidencethat it is
God'sword, and they may gain an understanding of its truths that will make them wise unto
salvation.

Christ has said, "If any man will eth to doHis will, he shall know of the teading.” John 717,
R.V. Instead of questioning and cavili ng concerning that which you do no understand, give heed
to the light that aready shines uponyou, and you will receive greder light. By the graceof
Christ, perform every duty that has been made plain to your understanding, and you will be
enabled to understand and perform those of which you are now in doult.

Thereis an evidencethat is open to al ,--the most highly educated, and the most illit erate,--the
evidence of experience Godinvitesusto prove for ourselves the redity of Hisword, the truth of
His promises. He bids us "taste and seethat the Lord is good.' Psalm 34:8. Insteal of depending
uponthe word of another, we ae to taste for ourselves. He dedares, "Ask, and ye shall receve."

John 1624. His promises will be
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fulfill ed. They have never fail ed; they never can fail. And as we draw nea to Jesus, andrejoicein
the fullnessof Hislove, ou doult and darknesswill disappea in the light of His presence

The gostle Paul saysthat God "hath delivered us from the power of darkness and heth
trandated us into the kingdom of Hisdea Son." Colosgans 1:13. And everyone who hes passd
from deah urto lifeisableto "set to his ®d that Godistrue." John 333.He can testify, "I



needed help, and | foundit in Jesus. Every want was supgied, the hurnger of my soul was
satisfied; and naw the Bibleisto me the revelation d Jesus Christ. Do you ask why | believe in
Jesus? Becaise He isto me adivine Saviour. Why do | believe the Bible? Because | have found
it to be the voice of Godto my soul." We may have the witnessin ouselves that the Bibleis true,
that Christ isthe Son d God. We know that we ae nat foll owing cunningly devised fables.

Peter exhorts his brethren to "grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ." 2 Peter 3:18. When the people of God are growing in grace they will be cnstantly
obtaining a dearer understanding of Hisword. They will discern new light and beauty inits
saaed truths. This has been true in the history of the church in all ages, and thusit will continue
to the end."The path o the righteousis as the light of dawn, that shineth more and more unto the
perfed day." Proverbs 4:18,R.V., margin.

By faith we may look to the heredter and grasp the pledge of God for a growth o intell ed,

the
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human faaulti es uniting with the divine, and every power of the soul being brought into dred
contad with the Source of light. We may rejoicethat all which has perplexed usin the
providences of God will then be made plain, things hard to be understoodwill then find an
explanation; and where our finite minds discovered only confusion and kroken pupaoses, we
shall seethe most perfed and beautiful harmony. "Now we seethrough a glass darkly; but then
faceto face now | know in pert; but then shall | know even asaso | am known." 1 Corinthians
13.12.

Chap. 13 - Rgjoicing in the Lord

The dhildren of God are cdled to be representatives of Christ, showing forth the goodressand
mercy of the Lord. As Jesus has reveded to usthe true dharader of the Father, so we aeto reved
Christ to aworld that does nat know His tender, pitying love. "As Thou hast sent Meinto the
world," said Jesus, "even so have | also sent them into theworld." "I in them, and Thouin Mg; . .
. that the world may know that Thou rest sent Me." John 17 18, 23.The gostle Paul saysto the
disciples of Jesus, "Y e ae manifestly dedared to be the eoistle of Christ,” "known and read of al
men." 2 Corinthians 3:3, 2.In every one of His children, Jesus snds aletter to the world. If you
are Christ's foll ower, He sends in you a letter to the family, the vill age, the stred, where you live.
Jesus, dwelling in you, desiresto spe&k to the heats of those who are not aaquainted with Him.
Perhaps they do nd read the Bible, or do nd hea the voicethat spe&ks to them in its pages; they
do nd seethelove of God through Hisworks. But if you are atrue representative of Jesus, it may
be that through you they will beled to understand something of His goodressand ke wonto love
and serve Him.

Christians are set as light bearers onthe way to hearen. They areto refled to the world the
light shining uponthem from Christ. Their life and charader shoud be such that through them

otherswill get aright conception d Christ and d His srvice
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If we do represent Christ, we shall make His srvice gpea attradive, asit redly is.
Christians who gather up gloom and sadnessto their souls, and murmur and complain, are giving



to ahers afalse representation d God and the Christian life. They give the impressonthat God
isnat pleased to have His children happy, andin this they bea false witnessagainst our heavenly
Father.

Satan is exultant when he can lead the dhildren of God into unlelief and despondency. He
delights to seeus mistrusting God, douling His willi ngnessand power to save us. He lovesto
have us fed that the Lord will do us harm by His providences. It is the work of Satan to represent
the Lord as ladking in compasson and pty. He misdates the truth in regard to Him. Hefill sthe
imagination with false ideas concerning God; and instead of dwelli ng uponthe truth in regard to
our heavenly Father, we too often fix our minds uponthe misrepresentations of Satan and
dishona God by distrusting Him and murmuring against Him. Satan ever seeks to make the
religious life one of gloom. He desiresit to appea toilsome and dfficult; and when the Christian
presentsin hisown life thisview of religion, keis, through his unbelief, secondng the falsehood
of Satan.

Many, walking along the path of life, dwell upontheir mistakes and fail ures and
disappantments, and their heats are fill ed with grief and dscouragement. While | wasin
Europe, asister who had been dang this, andwhowas in deg distress wrote to me, asking for
some word of encouragement. The night after | had read her letter | dreamed that | wasin a

garden, and ore who seaned to be the owner of
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the garden was condLtcting me through its paths. | was gathering the flowers and enjoying their
fragrance, when this sster, who had been walking by my side, cdled my attention to some
unsightly briers that were impeding her way. There she was mourning and grieving. She was not
walking in the pathway, foll owing the guide, bu was walking among the briers and thorns. "Oh,"
she mourned, "isit not a pity that this beautiful garden is goiled with thorns?' Then the guide
said, "Let the thorns alone, for they will only woundyou. Gather the roses, the lili es, and the
pinks."

Have there not been some bright spots in your experience? Have you nd had some predous
seasons when your heat throbbed with joy in resporse to the Spirit of God? When you look badk
into the dhapters of your life experiencedo you nd find some plezsant pages? Are not God's
promises, like the fragrant flowers, growing beside your path onevery hand? Will you nd let
their beauty and sweednessfill your heat with joy?

The briers and thorns will only woundand grieve you; and if you gather only these things, and
present them to athers, are you nd, besides dighting the goodressof God yourself, preventing
those aoundyou from walking in the path of life?

It isnot wise to gather together all the undeasant recll edions of apast life,--its iniquities and
disappantments,--to talk over them and mourn over them until we ae overwhelmed with
discouragement. A discouraged soul isfill ed with darkness shutting out the light of God from

his own soul and casting a shadow uponthe pathway of others.
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Thank God for the bright pictures which He has presented to us. Let us grouptogether the
blessed asaurances of Hislove, that we may look uponthem continualy: The Son d God leaving
His Father's throne, clothing His divinity with humanity, that He might rescue man from the
power of Satan; Histriumphin ou behalf, opening hearen to men, reveding to human visionthe



presence dhamber where the Deity unveil s His glory; the fall en raceuplifted from the pit of ruin
into which sin had plunged it, and krought again into conredion with the infinite God, and
having endured the divine test through faith in our Redeamer, clothed in the righteousnessof
Christ, and exalted to His throne--these ae the pictures which God would have us contemplate.

When we seem to doult God's love and dstrust His promises we dishona Him and grieve
His Holy Spirit. How would a mother fed if her children were constantly complaining of her, just
asthough she did na mean them well, when her wholelife's effort had been to forward their
interests and to give them comfort? Suppcse they shoud doult her love; it would bre& her heat.
How would any parent fed to be thus treaed by his children? And hav can ou heavenly Father
regard us when we distrust His love, which has led Him to give His only-begotten Son that we
might have life? The gostle writes, "He that spared na His own Son, bu delivered Him up for
usal, how shall He nat with Him also fredy give us al things?' Romans 8:32. And yet how
many, by their adions, if not in word, are saying, "The Lord daes
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nat mean this for me. Perhaps He loves others, but He does not love me."

All thisis harming your own soul; for every word of doult you iter isinviting Satan's
temptations; it is grengthening in you the tendency to doult, and it is grieving from you the
ministering angels. When Satan tempts you, kreahe not aword of doubt or darkness If you
chocse to open the doar to his suggestions, your mind will be fill ed with distrust and rebelli ous
questioning. If youtalk out your fedings, every doult you expressnot only reads uponyourself,
but it isased that will germinate and bea fruit in the life of others, and it may be impaossbleto
counterad the influence of your words. Y ou yourself may be ale to recover from the season d
temptation and from the snare of Satan, bu others who have been swayed by your influence may
nat be ale to escgoe from the unkeli ef you have suggested. How important that we spe& only
those things that will give spiritual strength and life!

Angels are listening to hea what kind d report you are beaing to the world abou your
heavenly Master. Let your conversation ke of Him who liveth to make intercesson for you before
the Father. When you take the hand d afriend, let praise to God be onyour lipsandin your
heat. Thiswill attrad histhoughts to Jesus.

All havetrials; griefs hard to bea, temptations hard to resist. Do na tell your troubdesto your
fellow mortals, bu carry everything to God in prayer. Make it arule never to uter one word of

doult or discouragement. Y ou can domuch to brighten the
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life of others and strengthen their eff orts, by words of hope and hdy chee.

Thereismany a brave soul sorely pressed by temptation, amost realy to faint in the conflict
with self and with the powers of evil. Do na discourage such aonein his hard struggle. Chee
him with brave, hopeful words that shall urge him on hisway. Thus the light of Christ may shine
from you. "None of usliveth to hmself." Romans 14:7. By our unconscious influence others may
be encouraged and strengthened, a they may be discouraged, and repell ed from Christ and the
truth.

There ae many who have an erroneous ideaof the life and charader of Christ. They think that
He was devoid of warmth and sunniness that He was dern, severe, and joyless In many cases
the whale reli gious experienceis colored by these gloomy views.

It is often said that Jesus wept, bu that He was never known to smile. Our Saviour was indeel



aMan o Sorrows, and acquainted with grief, for He opened His heat to all the woes of men. But
though Hislife was sif-denying and shadowed with pain and care, His $irit was not crushed.
His courtenancedid na wea an expresson d grief and repining, bu ever one of peacéul
serenity. His heat was awell spring of life, and wherever He went He caried rest and peace joy
and gladness

Our Saviour was deeply serious and intensely in eanest, but never gloomy or morose. Thelife
of those who imitate Him will be full of eanest purpase; they will have adee sense of persondl

resporsibility. Levity will be repressd; there will be no
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boisterous merriment, norude jesting; but the religion d Jesus gives peacedike ariver. It does
not quench the light of joy; it does nat restrain cheafulnessnor cloudthe sunny, smiling face
Christ came nat to be ministered urto bu to minister; and when His love reignsin the heat, we
shall follow His example.

If we kegp uppermost in our minds the unkind and unjust ads of others we shall findit
impaossbleto love them as Christ has loved us; but if our thouwghts dwell uponthe wondous love
and gty of Christ for us, the same spirit will flow out to athers. We shoud love and resped one
ancther, nawithstanding the faults and imperfedions that we caana help seang. Humility and
self-distrust shoud be alltivated, and a patient tendernesswith the faults of others. Thiswill Kill
out al narrowing selfishnessand make us large-heated and generous.

The psalmist says, "Trust in the Lord, and dogood so shalt thou dvell in the land, and verily
thoushalt befed." Psalm 37:3."Trust in the Lord." Each day hasits burdens, its caes and
perplexiti es, and when we med how ready we aeto talk of our difficulties andtrials. So many
borrowed trouldes intrude, so many feas are induged, such aweight of anxiety is expressed, that
one might suppase we had no ptying, loving Saviour ready to hea al our requests andto beto
us apresent help in every time of ned.

Some ae dways feaing, and barowing troude. Every day they are surrounded with the
tokens of God's love; every day they are enjoying the bourties of His providence but they

overlook these present
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blessngs. Their minds are continually dwelli ng uponsomething disagreedle which they fea
may come; or some difficulty may redly exist which, though small, blinds their eyes to the many
things that demand gratitude. The difficulti es they encourter, instead of driving them to God, the
only sourceof their help, separate them from Him because they awaken urrest and repining.

Do we well to be thus unbelieving? Why shoud we be ungrateful and dstrustful? Jesusis our
friend; al hearenisinterested in ou welfare. We shoud na all ow the perplexities and worries
of everyday lifeto fret the mind and cloudthe brow. If we dowe shall always have something to
vex and annoy. We shoud na induge asolicitude that only frets and weas us, bu does not help
usto bea trias.

Y ou may be perplexed in business your prospeds may grow darker and darker, and you may
be threaened with loss but do nd become discouraged; cast your care uponGod, and remain
cdm and cheeful. Pray for wisdom to manage your affairs with dscretion, and thus prevent loss
and dsaster. Do al you can onyour part to bring abou favorable results. Jesus has promised His
aid, bu not apart from our effort. When, relying upon ou Helper, you have dore dl you can,
accet theresult cheafully.



It isnot the will of God that His people shoud be weighed down with care. But our Lord daes
nat decave us. He does nat say to us, "Do nd fea; there ae no dangersin your path.” He knows
there aetrials and dangers, and He deds with us plainly. He does not propacse to take His people

out of aworld of sin and evil, bu He points them to a never-faili ng
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refuge. His prayer for His discipleswas, "l pray not that Thoushoudest take them out of the
world, bu that Thoushoudest kegp them from the evil " "In the world," He says, "ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good chee; | have overcome the world." John 1715, 1633.

In His Sermon onthe Mount, Christ taught His disciples predous lesoonsin regard to the
necesgty of trusting in God. These lessons were designed to encourage the diildren of God
through all ages, and they have come down to ou time full of instruction and comfort. The
Saviour pointed His followers to the birds of the ar as they warbled their carols of praise,
unencumbered with thoughts of care, for "they sow nat, neither dothey regp." Andyet the grea
Father provides for their needs. The Saviour asks, "Are ye not much better than they?' Matthew
6:26. The grea Provider for man and keast opens His hand and supgies al His credures. The
birds of the ar are not beneah His natice He does nat drop the foodinto their bill s, but He
makes provision for their needs. They must gather the grains He has satered for them. They
must prepare the materia for their littl e nests. They must fead their young. They go forth singing
to their labor, for "your heavenly Father feedeth them." And"are ye not much ketter than they?"
Arenat you, asintelli gent, spiritual worshipers, of more value than the birds of the ar? Will not
the Author of our being, the Preserver of our life, the One who formed usin Hisown dvine
image, provide for our necesstiesif we but trust in Him?

Christ pointed His disciples to the flowers of the
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field, growing in rich profusion and glowing in the simple beauty which the heavenly Father had
given them, as an expresson d Hislove to man. He said, "Consider the lili es of thefield, howv
they grow." The beauty and simplicity of these natural flowers far outrival the splendar of
Solomon. The most gorgeous attire produced by the skill of art canna bea comparison with the
natural grace ad radiant beauty of the flowers of God's creaion. Jesus asks, "If God so clothe
the grassof the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall He not much more
clothe you, O ye of littl e faith?" Matthew 6: 28, 30.I1f God, the divine Artist, givesto the simple
flowers that perish in aday their delicae and varied colors, how much greder care will He have
for those who are aeaed in Hisown image? Thislesson d Christ'sis arebuke to the awxious
thought, the perplexity and douly, of the faithlessheat.

The Lord would have dl His sons and daughters happy, peacéul, and oledient. Jesus says,
"My peacel give unto you: nat as the world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heat be
troubed, neither let it be draid.” "These things have | spoken urto you, that My joy might
remain in you, and that your joy might be full." John 1427, 15:11.

Happinessthat is ought from selfish motives, ouside of the path of duty, isill -balanced,
fitful, and transitory; it passes away, and the soul isfill ed with lonelinessand sorrow; but thereis
joy and satisfadionin the service of God; the Christian is not left to walk in urcertain paths; he

isnat left to vain regrets and dsappantments. If we do nd have the
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pleasures of thislife we may still be joyful inlooking to the life beyond.



But even here Christians may have the joy of communion with Christ; they may have the li ght
of Hislove, the perpetual comfort of His presence Every step in life may bring us closer to
Jesus, may give us a deeoer experienceof Hislove, and may bring us one step neaer to the
blessed hame of peace Then let us not cast away our confidence, bu have firm assurance, firmer
than ever before. "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us," and He will help usto the end. 1Samuel
7:12.Let uslookto the monumental pill ars, reminders of what the Lord has dore to comfort us
and to save us from the hand d the destroyer. Let us keep fresh in our memory al the tender
mercies that God has shown us,--the tea's He has wiped away, the pains He has sothed, the
anxieties removed, the feas dispell ed, the wants supgied, the blessngs bestowed --thus
strengthening ourselves for all that is before us through the remainder of our pil grimage.

We cana but look forward to new perplexitiesin the coming conflict, bu we may look on
what is past aswell asonwhat isto come, and say, "Hitherto heth the Lord helped us." "Asthy
days, so shall thy strength be." Deuteronamy 33:25. Thetria will nat exceel the strength that
shall be given usto bea it. Then let ustake up ou work just where we findit, believing that
whatever may come, strength propartionate to the trial will be given.

And by and by the gates of heaven will be thrown open to admit God's chil dren, and from the
lips of the King of glory the benedictionwill fall ontheir
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eas likerichest music, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundition d the world." Matthew 25:34.

Then the redeemed will be welcomed to the home that Jesus is preparing for them. There their
companions will not be the vile of eath, liars, iddaters, the impure, and untelieving; but they
will associate with those who have overcome Satan and through divine gracehave formed perfea
charaders. Every sinful tendency, every imperfedion, that affli cts them here has been removed
by the blood d Christ, and the excdlence and krightnessof His glory, far excealing the
brightnessof the sun,isimparted to them. And the mora beauty, the perfedion o His charader,
shines through them, in worth far exceeding this outward splendar. They are withou fault before
the grea white throne, sharing the dignity and the privil eges of the angels.

In view of the glorious inheritancethat may be his, "what shal a man givein exchange for his
soul?* Matthew 16:26. He may be poar, yet he possessesin himself awedth and dgnity that the
world could never bestow. The soul redeemed and cleansed from sin, with all its nolde powers
dedicated to the serviceof God, is of surpassng worth; andthereisjoy in heaven in the presence
of God andthe haly angels over one soul redeemed, ajoy that is expressed in songs of hay
triumph.



